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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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“SON, REMEMBER!” 


/ “But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy 
lifetime receivedst thy good thin 
; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.” 


—Luke 16:25. 


By Evangelist Jesse M. Hendley 


(Extract from sermon at Sword of the Lord conference on evangelism, 
Winona Lake, Ind., July 21, 1945, mechanically recorded for this 
magazine). 


“Son, remember.” Oh, what a 
torment in Hell memory can be. 
Here is a man who is dead. The 
rich man died and was buried, and 
in Hell he lift up his eyes. As he 


begged for a drop of water he got 
these solemn words: “Son, re- 
member!” You carry your mem- 
ory with you into the other world. 
This man did. All sinners will. 
What a solemn thing! 


Now we are going to take a 
journey quickly with Abraham 


One 


ona ‘Me! 
sesesesetenets 


| to what seems to be a door where 


and likewise Lazarus evil 


cod 


through that madhouse called Hell. 
We are going to see something 
of what memory in Hell will be, 
from Bible examples. 


Cain Remembers in Hell 

As: we journey along through 
the corridor all of a sudden a man 
screams, 

“Am I my brother’s keeper? 
Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

I say, “Abraham, who is that?” 

“That is Cain.” 

“What about him?” 

“He was an evil one; he slew 
his brother. He is a murderer. 
Now he has the memory of that 
day. He will have the memory 
throughout the everlasting ages.” 

As we pass by, we hear the hor- 
rible screams of that -wretched 
man, ‘‘Am I my brother’s keeper? 
Am I my brother’s: keeper?” 


Abraham says, “Son, remem- 
per. 
The Scoffers of Noali’s Day 
‘Remember in Hell 
We go a little further and come 


there is a great group of people. 
They cry out, “Let us in! Let us 
in!” 

“Abraham, who are these men, 
women, boys and girls?” I Say. 

“These are the people who lived 
in the days of the flood,” Abra- 
ham replies. | 

God sent Noah, His messenger, 


I want to talk with you tonight 
about the danger of getting over 
it. In the world of nature and in 
the world of human nature there 


is a law that is always in opera- 
tion. We call it the law of recov- 
ery. Sometimes it works for good, 
and sometimes it works for evil, 
but whether for good or evil, it is 
always at work. 


I. The Law of Recovery, of 
> Getting Over’ Bad Things 
You see this law at work in the 
world of nature: I am sure you 
have looked over a landscape 
after some great hurricane or 
flood has come along; the crops 
were ruined, trees were uprooted, 
and everything wrecked by a mad 
upheaval as though Mother Na- 
ture had simply lost her temper. 
As you looke’~ over the desolation, 
it seemed impossible that it 
should ever be lovely again. But 
let the months roll by, and after 


REV. JESSE M. HENDLEY 


to them and gave them a hundred 
(Continued on page seven) 


a while the grass grows again, 


The Virgin Born Saviour 


‘Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and [ 


bear a son, and shall call his 


name Immanuel.”—Isa. 7:14. 


“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came toget her, she was found with child of the Holy 


Ghost.”—Matt. 1:18. 


“Then said Mary unto the angel, 


* 


How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And 


the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall 
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”—Luke 1:34-35, 


Pa 
The Scriptures teach that the 


Lord Jesus was borne with a 
human mother but born without 
a human father. Mary was a 
virgin when Christ was conceived 
and was still a virgin when He 
was born. ‘She was “with child 
of the Holy Ghost.” The Holy 
Spirit came upon her and she con- 
ceived the holy child Jesus. This 
is a blessed and vital teaching of 
the Bible. 


Jesus was born of a woman so 
that He might be “the Son of 


man.” Christmas ought to be a 


time of rejoicing, a time of 
praise, a time of devotion. But 
let us remember that all the true 
meaning of Christmas will be 
forever gone for anyone who 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


throws away his faith in the vir- 


Christ were not virgin born, then 


He is not God. If Christ were not 
virgin born, then He could not be 


our Saviour.’ All Christianity 


a human father, then the Bible 
is not true. The book of Isaiah 


false, for all these clearly teach 
that the Saviour, the Messiah, 


human father. There is no way to 
believe in the inspiration of the 


gin birth of our Saviour. If 


stands or falls with the doctrine 
of the virgin birth. If Jesus had 


is false, the Gospel of Matthew 
is false, the Gospel of Luke is 
false, and the Gospel of John is 


was. born of a virgin, and was be- 
gotten of God,.not begotten of a 


that Jesus was born of a virgin 
without a human father. If Jesus 
were born of a human father and 
the Bible teaching that He was 
born of a virgin is untrue, then 
no sensible man living would be- 
lieve in His pre-existence with 
thé Father as taught in the first 
chapter of John. No sensible per- 
son could believe that He is the 
Creator of the world, as claimed 
in Hebrews 1:2 and Colossians 
1:16, if He be not deity in human 
form, begotten of God, miracu- 


lously born, a supernatural being. 
If Jesus be not a supernatural 
being, God in human flesh, and 
therefore born of a virgin, with- 


Bible if one denies the Bible claim 


(Continued on page five) 


jeven many of the battlefields of | 


Over It 


By Rev. Vance Havner 


the flowers bloom again, and 
crops grow again. Soon you never 
would have known about the dis- 
aster, for Nature tenderly . heals 
her wounds. She gets over it. 
Walking over old battlefields 
you have noticed that. It is hard 
now to tell where any of the bat- 
tlefields of the Civil War were, and 


World War I. We hope, too, that 
the scenes of this present carnage 
will be covered by and by. 


I am told that in England bomb 
explosions have brought to the 
surface and to the light the seeds 
of many, many plants that have 
been extinct for a long time and 


that ninety-five varieties of flowers 


The Danger of Getting 


(Sermon preached at First Baptist Church, Wheaton, Illinois, April 1, 1945. 
Mechanically recorded for the Sword of the Lord) 


“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write: These 
things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, | 
who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; 
I know thy works, and they labor, any thy patience, and 
how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast 
tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and 
hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, 
and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. 
Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou 
hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else 
iI will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candle- 
stick out of his place, except thou repent”—Reyv. 2:1-5. 


ORO, 


DR. VANCE HAVNER 


and shrubs are growing now in 
bomb craters that had not grown 
for years and years. Nature works 
her miracle and gets over it. 


The human race has gotten over 

a lot of things. Wars, pestilences, 

famines, and disasters have 

threatened to wipe us out again 
(Continued on page two 
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Christmas 
Greetings 
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By the Editor and Wife th 
— eet 


Christmas, 1945 


Merry Christmas, dear friend! 


For the first time in four long, sad years we can 
know that the angels' glad cry, "Peace on earth,” 
is true as far as the world war is concerned. Still 
there is trouble in Palestine, in Java, and in 
China, and there is strife in many hearts and 
homes, but thank God the world war has céased! 


Christians ought to be happy as the Christmas 


season approaches. Thank 


God, the birth of the 


saviour is as joyful news to us as it was to the 
shepherds in the fields the first Christmas night} 
We need just such a Saviour as God gave to the 
world then. We did not get to go and look into the 
manger, that make-shift cradle for the Saviour 
born in a stable, but He is in our hearts, and how 
we thank Him for the Christmas that we have today! 


We know He is our own. We 


know that our sins are 


forgiven, and our hearts rejoice that we will see 
our Saviour, And for all our friends and dear ones 
we could wish nothing sweeter than that Christmas 
might be just a Bible Christmas, with rejoicing 
over the Saviour and His many blessings. 


How many failures we have made through the year! 
(Continued on page two) 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 21, 1945 


and again. The alarmists have |also tend to get over a great many 
said, “Well, we will never get over | things we should not get over. 
this.” Yet somehow we have|Here, for instance,.is a young 
survived. That is not to say, of | doctor who has entered the med- 
course, that we would not have |ical profession with\ high ideals, a 
been a thousand times better off} desire to help humanity. My, he 
without many of the disasters we|is going to do wonderful things 
brought on ourselves. But just|for men and women. Yet as the 
the same, the human race has an | years go by they take. their toll. 
astonishing faculty for recovery. | People will not pay their bills; 
We individuals get over things. | the perversity and deceitfulness of 
There are, perhaps, some listening human nature begins to eat in on 
to me now who were given up to him. After awhile he becomes 
die some years ago. Sickness and cynical. And what started out as 
disease were doing their work,|@ golden consecration ends as a 
and even the doctor said, “There grouchy cynicism. He gets “over 
is scant hope for your recovery.” that early zeal and enthusiasm. 
But—here you are! Some of your |/t is possible for a man to reach 
parts may be missing, but here old age in the ministry and get 
you are! You are among those |°Ver it, get over his early zeal, 
present. The hospitals have rec- and grow bitter and sour. He 
ords of getting over it that almost |Started out brightly enough; but 
take your breath. Nature is the |he has seen so much of the evil 
great repairer. The moment 1/|°f men’s hearts, has been so dis- 
cut my finger, nature rushes her appointed in men that he once re- 
repair force there, and will do |Spected, has had the Spirit of God 
wonders if given a chance. quenched in him again and again 
We are always getting over until a cold -dedhsaaermapoe Settles on 
things, and it is a good thing we him, and he views critically every 
are. Babies are very precious, |YOU"S chap who starts out with 
but it is a good thing we get over his early fire. _He has gotten cin 
our baby traits—if we do! For|‘* BOW and it is a a 
we would not want to go through = ate nd oo one ‘ sane 
life putting everything into our Mistekik Oty tant ead ton 
mouths indiscriminately, and yet, int oa 'b t id vill ' +” 
from what I have observed, quite Lens teas heen, de ctactabeer taee 
a number have not entirely recov-| Now fortunately not all preach- 
ered! You can understand the|e™ get over it. Some of them 
baby putting carpet tacks in his|°@7TY the springtime zeal on 
mouth, but what shall we say of | through summer and autumn and 
these poor mortals who are for- into the ‘snows of winter. It is 
ever putting coffin tacks in their |™ellowed and refined, but it is 
mouths? They have not gotten | Still there. The devil has no happy 
over it, after all. Now it is per- old mén. But Jesus has plenty 
fectly normal for babies to cry, |°f them, because as we grow older 
put if I should go down the street |!" the Lord Jesus, we certainly 
wailing for an ice cream cone, I ought to grow sweeter. There are 
am sure that I would be investi-|>ut three kinds of people in the 
gated very promptly. When I was|W0rld: first, children ("Jesus 
‘ a child; I spake as a child, I un- called a little child unto him, and 
derstood as a child, but having |S¢t him in the midst of them”); 
become, a.man, I am supposed, cer- |Second, the childish (“Whereunto 
tainly, to have put away childish | Shall I liken this generation? It 
things. ‘ agent rod o aase ce see ze 
‘ the childlike (“except ye con- 
BF ss cd atm gee Rag sy ee _ become as little chil- 
. POR 6 
prayed when he was five, ... -|. Though I never hear people 
‘Now ¥ lav we Gown to aleen.” mention it, I think among other 


things, our Lord meant not mere- 
He ought to be ashamed of him- ly that we ought to be teachable, 
self.. Any man who cannot find a 


; and so on, but that we should 
better prayer than that in fifty | not get over it. Children have 
years ought to go to the mourn-/| not gotten over it yet. They have 
ers’ bench most assuredly. If 


| not gotten used to living. They 
someone had told that fellow he| are full of the sense of surprise 
pager yar sig een of and expectancy, and I think our 
a cnud of five, ne wo ave Lord wants u His le to 
been insulted. If he had the phys- iii vee eee 


ical development of a child of serie. apace a aigg ig Merge 
Oo ) atere tirict h i : 
five, he would have been a mon-|wava expecting Ge t to live al 


ways expecting God to do the 
strosity. Yet he seemed to take |wonderful thing around the next 
pride in the fact that he had the |peng of the road. I never want 
spiritual development of a child | get to the place where I go to 
of ety ak te ae re a service without thinking, “This 

: r UMNnEeS.|may be the meeting. This ma 
Somebody has said, “When a man "i ee _ 


be the time when the fire will 
grows up and does not grow UDP, really fall.” I want to always 


he is a fool.” Well, that is per-|have that-sense of looking for 
haps a very good definition. Yet something great to hace You 
a lot of people do not grow UP. | might as well quit if you ever get 
They look normal. They would/to the place where you do not 
resent being called cases of ar-|have that attitude, because you 


rested development, and yetlare dead, whether k i 
: you know it 
they make everybody miserable at} oy not, as far as getting anywhere 


home and ali around by a lot of | for the Lord is concerned. 


silly tantrums that they should 
have outgrown long ago. If a lot We grt Peel bee Over 


of middle-aged people really| we trionds 
, , é » ye do not look for 
por according to their spir anything much to happen today, 
ual stature in this regard, they) 114 that is why nothing much 
rho i sy g Tompers and | does happen spiritually. Faith is 
pigtails up years. | not believing that God cam do a 
‘wonderful thing; faith is believing 
Deer 8% [God wit do a’ wonderful thing 
Over -- t is something entirely differ- 
There is another side, and with | ent. We pray for rain and do not 
that I am concerned this evening. |take our umbrellas, spiritually 

This law of recovery works both 


ways. While we tend to get over ret La , 


things we should get over, we 
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books of gospel sermons by John 
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Some years ago I needed wis- 
dom about a certain matter, and 
I took that promise in James: “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God ...” I knelt and 
said, ‘Now, Lord, I need wisdom 
about this matter.” I asked for wis- 
dom. I got up and did not feel 
as if I had any ‘more sense than 
I did when I prayed. Things 
looked just as they did before. 
The chairs were all where they 
had been. The pictures were all 
on the wall. Nothing had hap- 
pened. I went around several 
weeks, wondering about it all. I 
said, “I don’t understand it. I 
needed wisdom—lI still need it. I 
asked God for it, and I do not 
have it. What is the matter?” 
Finally it percolated through this 
thick skull of mine to read on a 
little further in the chapter. “But 
let him ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. For he that wavereth 
is like a wave of the sea driven 
with the wind and tossed. For 
let not that man think that he 
shall receive any thing of the 
Lord. A double minded man is 
unstable in all his ways.” He was 
not looking for anything. Did not 
our Lord say in Mark 11:23, 
“Whosoever shall say unto this 
mountain, Be thou removed, and 
be thou cast into the sea; and 
shall not doubt in his heart, but 
shall believe that those things 
which he said shall come to pass; 
he shall have whatsoever he 
saith’? And in Matthew 21:22, 
“And all things, whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, (hoping? sup- 
posing?) believing, ye shall re- 
ceive.” 


You apply that now to the little 
things. Last summer as I left 
Percy Crawford's Conference, the 
only way I could get a sleeper 
home to Greensboro was to go 
around by New York. Well, that 
was going around my elbow to 
get to my thumb, and I did not 
want to do that. A friend of 


mine said, “I will drive you down 


to Baltimore. ” And I came down. 
Then as I went on to Washington, 
I prayed along the way, “Now, 
Lord, I would like to have a berth 
on that train going into Greens- 
boro out of Washington.” 


I made it a definite object of 
prayer. I got there and went to 
the window. The ticket man said 
there were no berths. To show 
you what little faith I had— 
when I got on the train in Wash- 
ington, I went into the coach, 
taking the agent’s word as final. 
I got two magazines to read, pre- 
paring to sit up all night, after 
having asked the Lord for a place 
in the pullman. The agent told 
me there was not any space to be 
had over there, so I took man’s 
word for it. After awhile the 
pullman conductor did an unusual 
thing. He came into the coach 
and said, “There is one seat back 
in the pullman if anybody wants 
it.” You ought to have seen me 
hotfooting it back in there! It 
was plainly what I had asked for 
and then did not believe God 
would give it to me. 

Now you have done the same 
thing. Do not sit out there and 
look pious tonight. You have done 
the same thing. You have asked 
God for things. We ask God for 
a revival, and we do not expect 
a revival. We do not look for 


much to happen. We need a child-' 


like sense of wonder. Our ex- 
pectation ought to be unto the 
Lord. I think sometimes the hap- 
piest fellow in the world is a 
young Christian before ‘he has met 
too many Bible scholars, and 
while he is a brand-new convert 
with a sweetheart-love for Jesus. 
We Should Not Get Over a 


einer Sovepwnce of Al | 
s Promises 


I see out back in the foot- 
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hills 6f the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
I did not know much, I have 
not learned a lot since, but I knew 
little in those days. How- 

ever, I believed the Bible. I just 
took it and read it as it came. I 
started in Genesis and was having 
a great time, taking promises 
right and left, just like a boy 
picking apples off a tree in an 
orchard. One day I was met by 
one of these Bible scholars and 
was told that those promises were 
not for me, that they were for 
the Jews. Well, that discouraged 
me a little bit, but I said, “I be- 
lieve I will give it another try.” 
So I moved over into the New 
Testament and started down 
through Matthew, claiming prom- 
ises right and left. Again I was 


‘interrupted and duly notified that 


those promises were all for the 
Kingdom Age, not for me. I had 
never heard of the Kingdom Age 
beforé, but since those things 
were not for me, I did not want 
to take them. 


So I moved on over into the 
Acts of the Apostles and was dar- 
ing to claim some, not all, of the 
blessings that flowed from Pente- 
cost. Once again I was inter- 
rupted and told that that was a 
transitional period, that we were 
not to press those promises too 
literally. 


Well, that left me, by and by, 
with nothing but the Epistles and 
Revelation, and most of Revela- 
tion was for the future. By the 
time I had made allowances be- 
tween groups and marginal refer- 
ences, and tried to look at the 
Bible through the spectacles of a 


dozen disagreeing expositors, 


bless your heart, I was afraid to 
put down my feet on any verse 
for fear some scholar would come 
along like a policeman and order 
me off private property, and tell 
me, “This verse is not for you. 


Get going, brother, somewhere 
else.” 

Finally, I said, “Lord, I have 
heard of a man without a coun- 
try. If this thing keeps up, I am 
going to be a preacher without a 
Bible. If you will give me a 


‘verse I can stand on, I will have 


to have it in a hurry, because they 
are just about to take it away 
from me.” I got down to that 


one,.‘‘Let God be true, but every — 


man a liar,’ and I have been 
standing on that one ever since! 
Brother, I tell you, I believe it is 
all for me, and I enjoy it. We need 
just that childlike enjoyment of 
the Word of God. Today we have 
gotten to the place where people 
are taking the Bible apart and 
then are trying to put it back to- 
gether, analyzing it, dissecting it, 
not enjoying it. There needs to 
be a childlike enjoyment of God's 
Word and a sweetheart love for 
Jesus. 


Many Churches Get Over 
Their Early Zeal 


The church of Ephesus had got- - 


ten over that. They had left their 
first love. You see that today 
with regard to human love. Di- 
vorce courts are filled with sad 
cases where bliss has turned to 
boredom because husband and 
wife do not have enough char- 


acter to keep any-kind of a con- 


tract. They do not know any- 
thing about real love, normal, or- 
dinary love, to say nothing of the 
divine love that comes down from 
above. I think a great many peo- 
ple today are without natural af- 
fection. 

Somebody asked Joseph H. 
Choate, “If you could not be your- 
self, whom would you rather be?” 

He said, “I would rather be 
Mrs. Choate’s second husband!” 

That is what I am talking 

. (Continued on page three) 


Christmas Greetings 


(Continued from page one) 
But we feel that at this season we might well heed 


the words of Nehemiah 8:9-10, 


"And Nehemiah, 


which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites.that taught the people, 


said unto. all the people, 


This day is holy. unto 


the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the 
people wept, when they heard the words of the law. 
Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them 

for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy 
unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of 


the Lord is your strength." 


At the New Year's 


time we always feel the need for confession, for 


solemn self-examination, 


for holy vows and reso-= 


lutions. But at the Christmas time we feel it is 
only right and it honors God that we should 


rejoice and be happy. 


Let us be happy, then, in our friends. Let us give 
gifts and receive them, modestly if need be, ever 
remembering that the love is far more important 
than the gift. But let us rejoice. Let us sing 
Christmas carols. Let us tell our children the 
Christmas story. Let us eat and drink happily, 
although temperately, and give glory to God who 
loved mankind and gave us a Saviour and a 


Christmas day. 


What shame if only the commercial world should 
remember the birth of Jesus! What shame if only 
heathen myths and legends and un-Christian revelry 
should mark the day set apart to celebrate the 
birth of Christ! No, let us who love Him rejoice in 
our Saviour and make this the happiest time of 


the year. 


Our own hearts rejoice over the thousands saved 
this year in revival campaigns, and the hundreds 
of others saved through the gospel literature God 
has committed to our hands. We rejoice over the 
friends He has given us, the burdens He has 
carried for us, the fruit He has given us. We re- 
joice over our family and over the peace in our 
hearts and the forgiveness of our sins, Praise 


the Lord! 


And so to all we love far and near we wish a merry. 


Christmas and a happy New Year. 


In the Saviour's name, 


Dr. and Mrs. John R. Rice 
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WEST COAST CONFERENCE 
ON EVANGELISM 
AT LOS ANGELES, DEC. 
30-JAN. 6 


THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is sponsoring a great 
West Coast Conference on 
Evangelism in the Church of 
the Open Door, of which Dr. 
Louis T. Talbot is pastor, 558 
South Hope Street, Los An- 
geles, California. Speakers in- 
clude Dr. Hyman J. Appelman,y 
Dr. Bob Jones, Dr. Torrey 
Johnson, Evangelist Jesse M. 
Hendley, Dr. John R. Rice, and 
Dr. Robert J. Wells, director of 
the conference. There will be 
services three times daily, and 
great themes will be presented, 
such as, “How to Have a Re- 
vival,” “Revival Preaching,” 
“Revival Organizing,” “Revival 
Advertising,” “Revival Personal 
Work,” “Revival Prayer.” 


The Danger of 
’ o = 
Getting Over it 
(Continued from page two) 
about. That is love. That is the 
real article. We do not: have 
much of that. And it ends up 
sadly. Have you ever noticed that 
if one letter is.transposed in the 
word united, it.spells untied? The 
letter is “I” and there is where 
the trouble is. 
Now that same thing is happen- 


ing in churches today. It hap- 
pened in Ephesus. Ephesus start- 
ed out on fire for God. Notice, 


friends, they were still orthodox. 
They were still fundamentalists. 
They were still busy. They had 
not quit. I think they were doing 
more than ever. But something 
was lacking. They needed a re- 
vival. They had gotten over it. 


I go from church to church over 
this country today. I find that 
most of them started out poor, 
with a few people aflame with: the 
zeal of God. Then they became 
rich and increased with goods. 
And worst of it all, now they have 
gotten to the place where they 
do not need anything. You can- 
not do anything for folks that do 
not need anything. 


I told a pastor sometime ago 
the story about Thomas Aquinas 
and how he visited the pope on 
one occasion—you remember the 
old story. As they went through 
the gardens of the Vatican, the 
pope said, “You see, the church 
no longer has to say, ‘Silver and 
gold have I none.’” 

Thomas Aquinas said, “That is 
right; and neither can the church 
today say, ‘Rise up and walk.’” 

I told that story and this preach- 
er said to me the next day, “I have 


‘been thinking about what you said 


about Thomas Aquinas. It looks 
as though we have everything 
here that we need. I wonder 
whether we are saying to this age, 
in power, ‘Rise up and walk.’” 
A church can be orthodox, it 


.can be busy and yet get over its 


first love. 


There are three serious eviis in 
the church today: modernism, 
“But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel 
. .. let him be accursed.” That is 
the Word of God. Then there is 
worldliness, and we ought to 
preach against worldliness, be- 
cause we are to be transformed 
and not conformed. ‘There is an- 
other evil and that is the dread- 
ful state of orthodox Christians 
today who are as sound as a dol- 
lar and who could not be called 
worldly by any stretch of the 
imagination, but who have become 
fed up and complacent and harder 
to arouse than the zgrossest sin- 
ners. They have read so much, 
they have heard so much that 
nothing surprises them. They have 
lost their capacity for being 
stirred. Their attitude is, “Oh, 
we have heard all the preaching. 
We have read all the books. 
Nothing that you could say would 
possibly be new. We are not ama- 
teurs, but are veterans, and we do 


not intend to get excited about 
anything.” They have gotten over 
it, and you will too. Now that is 
terribly hard on the preachers. 
Let me say to you young preach- 
ers, that will be awfully hard on 
you. If you go out as a young 
Timothy, you may expect that. 
And unless you let God use you to 
get them out of that condition, 
the Devil will use them to get you 
out of your condition. You had 
better be prepared for that sort 
of thing. It is awfully hard to 
preach to people who have gotten 
over it. 


Sometime ago a dear man of 
God said to me, “I wish I were 
where they do not know so much.” 
And he was not a cynic either. He 
was not that sort. I know what 
he meant. 


Church: History Is the Story 
of Revivals and Backsliding 


The history of the church is just 
one long record of getting over it. 
Senator Borah used to say there 
are two periods in any movement 
—the apostolic and the mechan- 
istic. That is true. The church 
has her apostolic period and then 
she becomes mechanistic. The 
apostolic zeal dies down, iniquity 
abounds, and the love of many 
waxes cold: The fires die. Then 
God has to send along a Knox or 
a Luther or a Whitfield or a 
Moody or a Billy Sunday to stir 
them up again. 

The besetting sin of so many 
of God’s people is the sin of 
taking things for granted. How 
guilty all of us are here tonight 
of taking things for granted. We 
take the love of our loved ones 
for granted. We do not appreci- 
ate it until they are removed from 
us. We take our friendships for 
granted and do not appreciate 
them while we might. We take 
our churches for granted. Every- 
one of us is taking for granted 
the fact that this is the only 
sizable patch of dirt on God's 
earth tonight that has not been 
bombed to pieces, and that still 
we can meet and worship God in 
relative peace and safety. We take 
all that for granted. If people 
did not take that for granted, 
we would have real prayer meet- 
ings and real revivals over the 
country. We take the goodness 
of God for granted. The goodness 
of God ought to lead us to re- 
pentance, but it has led us to com- 
placency. We have said, “Why, 
sure, the Lord ought to be good 
to us. He made us.” That is real- 
ly the attitude of a lot of people 
today. 
come into this world.” Everything 
is taken for granted. We get over 
it. We leave our first love and 
the joy of our salvation. We get 
to where grace does not appear 
as precious as it did the hour we 
first believed. People used to raise 
the rafters down in my part of the 
country singing ‘Amazing Grace.” 
My, they could sing it! Now they 
do not sing it as they used to. I 
tell them down there, “You do not 
sing it as you used to. You are 
getting dignified, stiff, formal.” I 
think one reason they cannot sing 
it as they used to sing down 
South is that a great many of the 
new generation do not know what 
it is all about. They do not under- 
stand that first line, for instance: 

“"Twas grace that taught my 
heart to fear.” 

Why, there-.is no fear of God 
before their eyes. Many of them 
do not believe in judgment; do not 
believe in Hell, do not believe in 
the justice of God. How would 
they know anything about that 
line: 

“"Twas grace that taught my 
heart to fear’? 


(Continued on page four) 
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“So what? I didn’t ask to 


More Reviews on 


Sword 


Books 


By Lola M. Bradshaw 


(Continued from last week) 
“REVIVAL APPEALS, by Evan- 

gelist John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D., 

Sword of the Lord Publishers, 

216 pages, $1.50. 

“Sixteen burning, soul-winning, 
evangelistic messages. 

“‘*Someone else tells me “Well, 
I am a Mason. If a man lives up 
to the rules of Masonry, he will 
get by.” That is what Masonry 
tells you, but Masonry is a false 
religion. It teaches men they can 
save themselves by good deeds, 
but the Bible says, “Without. shed- 
ding of blood, is no remission” 
(Heb. 9:22).’(p. 81)- 

“The lost sheep will not say, 
‘When I get back to the fold I am 
going to call all the other sheep 
together and tel] them to rejoice 
with me because I made it home. 
By my faithfulness, by my perse- 
verance, by enduring to the end, 
I_ shall have safely reached the 
fold:’ On the contrary he will re- 
joice because the shepherd sought 
him, found him, and brought him 
back. (p. 113)” 

—THE BIBLE TODAY 
* a * 


“REVIVAL APPEALS, by Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice; 216 pages; 
published by the Sword of the 
Lord Publishers, Wheaton, Iili- 
nois; price $1.50. 

‘Here are sixteen sermons, such 
as might have been heard a gen- 
eration ago when a preacher found 
himself facing an audience made 
up largely of the unconverted. It 
will-be refreshing to many people, 
ministers and laymen, to read 
these fervent evangelistic appeals 
based upon texts now seldom ‘used 
because so few people are found 
in the congregation to whom they 
will apply. We commend the spirit 
of these messages.” 

— RELIGIOUS TELESCOPE 
4 * + 

“REVIVAL APPEALS, by Dr. 
John R. Rice. (Sword of the Lord, 
216 pp., $1.50). Grade-A revival- 
istic reading, Scriptural, scintil- 
lating, straight from the shoulder. 
Preachers of the old gospel will 
love it; interested laymen mustn’t 
miss it.” 

—Frank S. Mead, Editor 
CHRISTIAN HERALD 
+ a a 

“It is a great and needed book, 
and I pray for a wide distribution. 
..-I-can heartily recommend this 
book, believe me, and will do so. 
Every sermon is packed with truth 
and fire. ... It is one of the finest 
books of evangelistic sermons ever 
published.” 

—Rev. Frank Bertram Miller 
Evangelist and Bible Teacher 
Chicago, Illinois 

+ a + 


“REVIVAL APPEALS, by John 
R. Rice. (Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, Wheaton, Illinois; 216 
pages; cloth, $1.50 net.) Here are 
sixteen sermonic appeals for re- 
pentance and acceptance of Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, which have been 
used by the author in his success- 
ful work as an evangelist in many 
great campaigns in various cities 
of America. He is today preaching 
these sermons to great crowds and 
they are being followed by many 
professions of faith in Jesus Christ. 
They carry the message of the 
curse and danger of sin, the reality 
of heli, the necessity of the new 
birth and the possibility of salva- 
tion for all who will repent and 
believe the gospel.” 
3 —THE OTTERBEIN 
TEACHER 
= a a 
“REVIVAL APPEALS. By John 
R. Rice (‘Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, Wheaton, Ill. $1.50). 
“Here are sixteen fervent gos- 
pel appeals used by the distin- 
guished evangelist in campaigns in 
some of the principal cities of 
America and blessed of God in the 
salvation of souls. The simplicity, 


sincerity and fervor of the appeals 

stir the heart and fire the evan- 

gelistic fires of the reader. .. .” 
—RELIGIOUS HERALD 


“These messages are most excel- 
lent, pointed straight as they are 
to the conscience and making so 
definite an appeal for a decision 
for Christ. They cover a splendid 
range of subjecis and are well 
illustrated. This book ought to 
have a very wide sale. It is a 
splendid book.” 

—T. Roland Philips, D.D., Pastor 

Arlington Presbyterian Church 

Baltimore, Maryland. 
a > * 

“REVIVAL APPEALS, by John 
R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D. Comprised of 
sixteen strong sermons preached 
by Dr. Rice in evangelistic cam- 
paigns, this book will appeal not 
only to Christian workers, but to 
the unsaved .. . this volume 
should ‘stir revival fires’ in many 
hearts.” 

—THE KING’S BUSINESS 
>» o + 
3 Dr. Rice is 


preacher of the gospel, Biblical, 


sound, impassioned. His messages. 


contain all the strong elements 
of the old-time religion and God is 
using this man and will use these 
printed sermons, Without recom- 
mending plagarism on the part of 
preachers, I would suggest that 
they read some of these messages 
carefully and let the fires of them 
kindle a flame in cold ministerial 
hearts.” 
Dr. Wm. Ward Ayer 

Pastor Calvary Baptist 

Church 
New York City. 

a + a 


We continue to’ receive reviews 
on the book, The Coming Kingdom 
of Christ. Here are some of them. 

Under the heading ‘Making 
Prophecy Clear” Prophetic Word 
says, “Among the new books The 
Coming Kingdom of Christ by John 
R. Rice, D.D. affords valuable aid 
in clarifying the great subjects of 
prophecy. Reflecting the sound 
development in Scripture interpre- 
tation which America has wit- 
nessed for some decades, Dr. Rice 
presents the prophecies of Scrip- 
ture aS meaning just what they 
say. In consequence of this faith- 
ful, reverent handling of prophetic 
Scripture in the book the mists of 
confusion caused by spiritualizing 
what God meant literally are 
blown away. A second advantage 
in the book is the quotation in 
full of many Scriptures, so that 
the reader can see for himself 
what God has said in the matter. 
Both to the student of Scripture 
and to every other Christian feel- 
ing the need of better understand- 
ing of prophecy the book should 
prove very useful. Its price. is 
$1.25, and it may be ordered from 
the Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Illinois.” 


a faithful 


“The Coming Kingdom of Christ. 
By John R. Rice, D.D. (Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, Wheaton, IIL, 
$1.25.) Dr. Rice’s thesis is that the 
Bible, taken at its face value, 
teaches the premillennial view of 
the coming of Christ. Beginning 
with the Abrahamic Covenant, he 
traces the promises through Moses, 
David, Christ, Paul and John, Ap- 
proximately one-third of the text 
is Scripture. Though much of what 
is here written is repetition of the 
writings of popular Bible teachers 
today, Dr. Rice has done his work 
independently. He believes that the 
new Jerusalem will be on the new 
earth and that the new earth will 
be the abode of Christ in the 
eternal state. He warns against 
undue speculation, and against 
setting dates of future events. The 
material here gathered provides a 


detailed outline for individual 
study.” 
—THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES , 
a * > 


“IT have just finished reading 
The Coming Kingdom of Christ and 
want you to know how very much 
I have appreciated it. You have 
covered the subject in a masterful 
way. . 

“I like your handling of the 
Scriptures very much, Really this 
is one of the greatest expositions 
of this subject that I have seen,” 

Dr. Walter L. Wilson, 
President, 
The Kansas City Bible College 
Kansas City, Missouri. 
* © Ps 


“ .. One will find it hard to 
suggest the need of another chap- 
ter to the fifteen in which but- 
tressed by prolific quotations from 
God’s Word, we find such a com- 
prehensive presentation of the 
timely themes. God’s people are 
made debtors to the author for 
his friendly, scholarly work. It is 
a worthy successor to those. vol- 
umes on our blessed Lord’s bodily 
return and reign by J. H. Brooks, 
W. E. Blackstone, A. J. Gordon, 
Arthur J. Pierson, the Bonars of 
Scotland, and others of like pre- 
cious faith.” 

3 Joshua Gravett, Pastor 

Galilee Baptist Church 
Denver, Colorado. 
+. + * 


“Dr. Rice has the unique ability 
of presenting a vast amount of 
material in a moderate amount of 


he has presented this important 
subject of the coming kingdom and 
reign of Christ in readable and 
popular language. He has faced 
and answered many of the prob- 
lems asked by those who see 
things from the. practical stand- 
point, 

“Dr. Rice has done some careful 
and logical thinking which takes 


‘the book out of the realm of mere- 


ly hashing over old subjects. It 
is the best presentation of its kind 
I have seen.” , 
Paul R. Bauman, Vice- 

- president 
Bible Institute of Los 

Angeles 
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The Danger of Getting Over It 


(Continued from page three) 

If you do: not know that line, 
you are not able to go on and Say, 

“"Twas grace my fears re- 
liev 

Than you cannot wax eloquent 
and rejaice over. 

“How precious did that grace 
appear. 

The hour I first believed.” 

Everything is predicated on 


that first line. 


Those With Greatest Bless- 
ings Tend to Take Them 
for Granted ne 


My friends, you can get to the 
place where you have. heard so 
many sermons, have read so many 
books, have been so familiar with 


the truth that while you still re- | 
cite the phrases, still sing the 


same songs, still give the same 
testimonies, you become like those 
iron fountains that A. J. Gordon 
used to tell about in one of his 
sermons—those iron fountains 
that one sees in public squares. 
He said, ‘“‘The water gushes out 
of the mouths of those images 
but they never taste it.” You 
sing a song but you do not taste 
it. You give a testimony but you 
do not taste it. You quote Scrip- 
ture but do not ‘taste it. We can 
get that way in Bible Conferences. 
We can get to the place where 
‘we can raitle off yards of Scrip- 
ture but never taste it; reel off 
creeds and statements and such 
things but not taste them. My 
friends, there is something wrong 
‘with us when we get to the place 
that there is no taste about us. 
-We are the salt of the earth. That 
is what Jesus said. When we lose 
our saviour, we are good for 
nothing. That is a test for good- 
for-nothing Christians. That is a 
test for you. Jesus said there are 
good-for-nothing Christians, good- 
for-nothing except te be trodden 
under the foot of men. It is pos- 
sible for Christians to become in- 
tasteless. There is 
nothing to smack the lips over. 
There is no zip, no tang, no relish. 
A little boy said, “Salt is what 
tastes bad when you don’t have 
it. 9? 


Bread, when you do not have 
salt, is a flat proposition. Chris- 
tians who do not have salt are 
flat propositions. There ought to 
be something about Christianity 
that is dynamic, radiant; some- 
thing to get excited over. We get 
over it. Oh, how many times 
people go away from our church 
meetings and say, ‘Well, there 
was nothing to it.” And they were 
right. There was nothing to it. 
It was drab. It was flat. It was 
dull. It was tasteless. We do 
not need more show today; we 
need more salt, salt of the Spirit 
of God in our testimony. Brethren, 
we have lost our taste. We have 
gotten over it, not over being 
saved, but over the joy of it, the 
thrill of it, the zest of it. 

“In vain we tune our formal songs, 

In vain we strive to rise; 
Hosannas languish on our lips 

And our devotion dies.” 

My, my, the way some Chris- 
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tians look these days you would 
think Heaven had gone bankrupt 
and the angels had put on mourn- 
ing. You would think God had 
gone out of business. I have seen 
more cheerful faces on iodine bot- 
tles than I have seen on some of 
the saints. 


Has your church gotten over it? 
Have you gotten over it? The 
tragedy is that we do not usually 
realize that we are getting over 
it until somebody comes along and 
jars us loose and reminds us that 
we are getting over it. “Prone to 
wander, Lord I feel it.” Certainly 
we can say that. I am afraid 
there are some listening tonight 
who if they sang the truth would 
be able to sing only 


“Where Is the Blessedness I 
knew when first I saw the Lord? 


Where is the _ soul-refreshing 
view of Jesus and His word?” 


When Preachers Wake Up! 


I will never forget what it took 
to wake me up in the ministry. 
I had gotten careless and indif- 
ferent in the ministry of the gospel 
when an old friend of mine invited 
me to a small country town to 
spend the week-end. I went up 
there and was taking it easy, sort 
of loafing around. Two. Scotch 
preachers were holding a meeting 
in the First Baptist Church. Now 
one Scotch preacher is enough for 
any town at one time, let alone 
two Scotch preachers! On Sun- 
day night I decided I would grace 
the occasion with my august pres- 
ence. I went over there. Il 
thought right well of myself when 
I went into that church, but if 
ever a crowd had its picture 
taken, and accurately, we did that 
night. One of those Scotch 
preachers preached an hour and 
fifteen minutes, and the other was 
behind the organ praying all the 
time the other one was preaching. 
No wonder the other fellow could 
preach! . He dynamited, lacerated, 
analyzed, dissected, took us apart 
and did not seem to care ~whether 


he ever got. us back together or 


not! After it was over, I went 
out of there saying, “Lord, there 
is a fool around here somewhere, 
either that Scotch preacher or my- 
self.” And the Lord accommo- 
dated me by showing me that it 
was not the Scotch preacher! .I 
tell you I have appreciated that 


‘kind of preaching until this day. 


He jarred my jaw teeth loose. We 
need something today all over our 
land to jar us loose. We know 
plenty. But, God help us, what 
do. we do about it? 

It is not always false eiehntens 
that gets us down. It is not al- 
ways worldliness or gross sin. You 
may do none of these things; you 
may believe the truth, stand for 
the truth, practice the truth, and 
yet in the very activities of the 
truth grow so accustomed to the 
truth that you are trafficing in 
unfelt truth. That is why some 
missionaries say, “Let me go back 
to China. I want to go back 
where they want to hear me. I 
want to go back where there is 
an appetite for it, where they 
gobble up the message, the Word.” 

My friend, Bob Shuler, out on 
the West Coast, said that he was 
pastor in a coal-mining town, the 
first church he ever had. One 
night he had a call to come and 
pray with a dying girl. He said, 
“I called an old brother, eighty 
years of age out of the church to 
go along with me. I never before 
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realized as we walked along the 
board sidewalk late that night 
how deep and dark and awful 
could be the atmosphere of cor- 


‘ruption of a little wicked town 


at midnight. Oh, the breath of 
whiskey, and the sound of pro- 
fanity—the poor, miserable wom- 
en of the street standing in the 
doorways! I never before real- 
ized how hellish a town could be 
down here on earth. We went 
over to that house and up into a 
garret and there lay this poor girl. 
Some man had promised to marry 
her. He had deceived her, and 
she was dying in shame. She 
asked if she could be saved. I 
was so glad to tell her that she 
could be saved. She did trust 
Jesus then and there. As the old 
man and I came out and started 
home again, it seemed that the 
pollution, that the awfulness, the 
misery of the atmosphere had 
been intensified during the little 
time we were in the house. As we 
walked along, I turned to this old 
man and‘said, ‘Brother, did it ever 
occur to you that your grand- 
daughter, who plays the little 
organ in church, may have to 
spend eternity in a place like 
this?’ The old man stopped in his 
tracks. I thought he was going to 
strike me. 


“He said, ‘What do you mean?’ 
“ ‘Well, I said, ‘Just think. You 


‘know she is not saved. And you 


know that the Bible teaches that 
Hell is an awful place, even worse 
than this. And unless she gets 
saved, that is where she is going. 
Did you ever think of your grand- 
daughter spending “eternity in a 
place like this?’ | 

“The old man looked deathly 
pale ,but never said a word. He 
came to the gate, to the walk up 
to his house. He went in, clicked 
the gate, did not say goodnight, 
not a word. -The next Sunday 
morning as I preached, the girl 
sat over there and played the 
organ. I gave the message and 
gave the call. The old man got 
out of the crowd, walked over, to 
the girl, took her by the arm (he 
had already dealt with her) and 
brought her down to the front. 
She took Jesus ‘as her personal 
Saviour. He had caught on. He 
knew all the time that there was 
such a place as Hell. He knew all 
the time that that girl was not 
saved, but he never had put the 
two together.” 


Now, here we are tonight. God 
help us, we believe in a Hell like 
that. We believe that without 
Christ people are going to a place 
like that! I wonder if ever we 
have gotten the two together as 
we ought. There ought to be a 
reality, my friends! I preach to 
myself as well as to you tonight. 
God help us recover the reality of 
this thing! 

I am not speaking of just com- 
mon backsliders. A man may be 
a Bible teacher, a dear, genuine 
Christian; he may study the Bible, 
may teach the Bible, may contend 
earnestly for the truth and yet 
become so familiar with it that 
he is getting over his first love. 
If so, that man needs a revival 
just as much as the most common 
backslider on the back bench. No- 
body is immune! 

Christmas Evans, the great one- 
eyed preacher of Wales, was a 
power over there, but he got cold 
in the ministry. Do you know how 
he did it? He got into a theo- 
logical controversy, and. he was 
right. He was on the right side, 
but in the wrong way. You can 
lose your sweetness of spirit while 
contending for the truth the 
wrong way. He said, “One Satur- 


day I was riding horseback to 


preach on Sunday at my church, 


jand God convicted me of a cold 


heart. I tethered by horse and 


}| went out into the woods. For four 
fiours I waited on God. I could 


feel, as it were, the breaking up 
of a hard winter in my heart. I 
went over there and started 


‘preaching on Sunday. And God 


was pleased to send us a gracious 
revival that spread all over the 
principality.” 

Christmas Evans was getting 
over it and did not know it until 


God struck him with conviction. 
Let me say to you tonight that a 
preacher had better stop in his 
tracks if he finds himself getting 
over it. If he finds himself mov- 
ing from the apostolic to the me- 


chanistic stage, he had better do 


something radical rather than go 
on like that. He had better drop 
everything, grab his Bible, go off 
to the woods somewhere, read 
until he has a new Bible, pray 
until he has a new prayer, then 
come back a new man, with a new 
song in his heart, with a new ser- 
mon. Watch that, my brethren! 


There are a lot of churches to- 
day that think they need a new 
preacher. They don’t. They need 
the same preacher renewed. There 
is many a preacher today who 
thinks he needs a new pastorate. 
He does not. He needs to be re- 
newed in the same pastorate. You 
remember how Robertson of 
Brighton grew so discouraged that 
he said, ‘Lord, I will resign.” He 
said that God said, “You don't 
need to resign. You need your 
commission resigned.” 


Oh, how many today are willing 
to resign? There is more than 
one poor fellow today who is 
about ready to move on account 
of his wife’s health or some other 
reason. He is going to get out of 
one peculiar situation into another 
peculiar situation. That is not 
what he needs at all. He needs 
to be renewed in his heart. You 
cannot warm anybody else’s soul 
if your own soul is not warm 
with this thing. 

I think of a colored woman 
down South who applied for a job 
of school teaching. She had to 
take an examination. They asked 
her to write an essay on school 
teaching as a part of the exami- 
nation. She wrote, “You got 
know what you teach. You can’t 
any more teach what you don’t 
know than you can come back 
from where you ain’t been.” I 
wonder if there are not a lot of 
people who are trying to come 
back from where they have not 
been, 


One thing we will all say for 
old Gipsy Smith—he hasn’t gotten 
over his sweetheart love for Jesus 
Christ. I knew some fundamen- 
talists smitten with the bug of 
bitterness who would do well to 


sit at his feet and learn a lesson 


or two along that line. Not every 
preacher loses out because he fell 
into heresy or had a moral break- 
down. Some leave their first love 
in a round of church duties. That 
is the easiest place in the world 
to lose your power, because you 
do not realize you are getting 
over it. You work at it harder 
than ever and all the time you 
are getting farther away from the 
thing you started out todo. That 
is the trouble at Ephesus. They 
had gone into modernism. They 
were having Bingo parties instead 
of prayer meetings. It was a 
fundamentalist, hard-working 
crowd getting farther and farther 
all the time from the thing they 
started out to do. I used to think 
before I entered this traveling 
ministry five years ago that if I 
could be in meetings all the time 
it would be easy for me to keep 
on fire for God. “Why,” I said, 
“it is the very fact that you are 
in it all the time that will keep 
you all stirred up for the Lord.” 
But I had never been more mis- 
taken about anything in my life. 
The very fact that I am in it all 
the time makes it easy for me to 
get away from the thing I started. 
out to do. Beware of that thing, 
my friend. We become cold after 
awhile. Whether you are a 
preacher or a layman, you had 
better watch lest your head or 
your hands outrun your heart, or 
lest you let the criticism of this 
cold age, where iniquity abounds 
and the love of many waxes cold, 
get you away from the thing that 
you started out to do. Familiarity 
may not breed contempt, but it 
will breed complacency. 

It was Aunt Sophie, that great 
old “scrubwoman for God” 
was called, who was criticized by 


‘somebody for trying to do per- 


she | 


sonal work with a wooden Indian 
in front of a cigar store. She 
said, “Well, maybe I did. My 
eyes are kind of bad. But I’d 
rather try to do personal work 
with a wooden Indian than to be 
a wooden Christian and never do 
any personal work.” Indeed there 
is a world of truth in that state- 
ment, 


How a Yo Man Woke Up 
Dr. Sampey 


I was in simultaneous meetings 
down in Washington last October 
with a group of Baptist churches. 
At breakfast each morning the 
preachers met. Dr. Roland Level 
asked Dr. Sampey, the former 
president of Louisville, to tell us 
about how a young fellow woke 
him up about personal work. Dr. 
Sampey got up in his very pious 
style and said, “Well, it was like 
this. We had a young chap speak 
one morning in chapel there at 
Louisville. Usually a young fel- 
low is a little embarrassed to 
speak at the Louisville Seminary, 
but this fellow was anything in 
the world but embarrassed! The 
faculty came in and sat there as 
quiet as could be. This fellow got 
up and began to speak on soul- 
winning. He said every Christian 
ought to win at least ten people 
in a year to the Lord. Then he 
said, ‘How many have you won?’” 


Sampey said, “I thought ‘who 
are you -to-come over here to 
Louisville Seminary and tell us 
how to do personal work?’” But 
he said, “The longer I thought 
about it, the more personal it be- 
came. I began to say, ‘Let’s see. 
Where are those ten?’” He said, 
“T couldn’t find them!” And he 
said, “The outcome of that thing 
was that later on my knees I said, 
‘Lord, I'll try for a hundred next 
year! I didn’t get a hundred, but 


¥o|I got more than I ever had be- 


fore.” 

Now, my friends, it is an easy 
thing for all of us to sort of take 
things for granted. I go to places 
where some people think it is a 
mark of spiritual maturity to be 
complacent about a revival. It 
isn’t. It is a sign of lukewarm- 
ness that nauseates the Lord. And 
then they ought to see if they 
have gotten over it, too. We had 
better get back to it. It all 
amounts to just this; we need a 
revival. You are getting over it. 
Get alone with Jesus and don’t 
wait until tomorrow. Tell Him 
you are slipping. Tell Him you 
are slipping as a preacher, or as 
a Sunday school teacher, or what- 
ever you are. Tell Him you are 
getting over it and you do not 
like it. Get back past all the war 
news, past all the world confusion, 
all the church quarrels and diffi- 
culties among the brethren, and 
weaknesses of the saints that you 
have been looking at and talking 
about maybe—get past all that 
back to Jesus. Come to Him 
afresh; fall in love with Him; get 
such an eye full of Him, such a 
heartful of Him that you feel as 
though you have been converted 
all over again, even if it brings 
tears to your eyes and a .tremor 
to your voice, and somebody 
thinks you are having a softening 
of the brain. Oh no, it is a soften- 
ing of the heart that you are hav- 
ing! You have been needing it 
for some time, and maybe that 
will help you to strike far back 
to that cold place that you came 
from and begin a revival. Say, 
you never have a revival until you 
have Mr. Amen and Mr.:Wet-eye. 
That is right. Everywhere I go 


‘for meetings I look for Brother 


Amen and I look around for Mr. 
Wet-eye in the congregation. If 
I can locate them, I thank God 
for victory. It will certainly do 
a lot more good than criticizing 
the preacher, watching the faults 
of the deacons and the frailties 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Get up to date. How far be- 
hind are you tonight? Get up to 
date with God. You know, I get 
convicted about it when I think. 
that the world is sitting up nights 
reading trash while God’s people 
ought to be praying for revival. 
The best seller, “Forever Amber,” 
was reviewed some time ago in 
one of our leading newspapers, 
and the reviewer went on to say, 
“I predict that there will be ten 
million sleeping hours lost reading 
this.” When I read that state- 
ment, I said, “Well, it would be a 
fine thing if some of the friends 
of God would spend some sleeping 
hours praying down revivals.” 

Whatever it costs, there is no 
price too great to kindle afresh 
the fires of our first love. If you 
are getting over it, remember, re- 
pent—repent, or else! Please take 
those: words out with you tonight 
—or else! Our Lord said, ‘If you 
don’t repent and if you don’t get 
back to the first_love, I will re- 


move the candlestick from among 


you.’ 


Oh, how many preachers and 
Christians there are in this coun- 
try who have lost this love! The 
only way to keep from getting 
over it is to get back to it. God 
help us to remember that we can. 

Will you forget that you are in 
the First Baptist Church at 
Wheaton? Will you forget that 
this is Wheaton? Will you forget 
everything else but yourself, your 
own need for God? We might as 
well call off the meeting if we are 
not going to get down to business. 
Let us bow our heads for a word 
of prayer. I am going to keep you 
now but a moment. This sort of 
thing cannot be settled very well 
by coming down an aisle. I want 
to ask you one thing before I 
pray: is there anybody in the audi- 
ence who would be honest enough 
to say, “Brother Havner, the Lord 
has broken my heart tonight. I 
am His and I am getting over it. 
I am afraid that I am losing some 
of the sweetheart love for Christ. 
I would like to lift a hand and 
say, ‘Pray for me, that I might 
get back to him.*” ? 


The Virgin Born Saviour 


(Continued from page one) 
out a human father, then no 
sensible person could believe that 
He will be the final Judge of all 
the earth. If Jesus had a human 
father and mother just as other 
men, if He were not supernat- 
urally, miraculously born, God 
appearing in human flesh, then 
His death on the cross could not 
atone for the sins of mankind. All 
Christianity, I say, stands or falls 


with the Bible doctrine of the 
virgin birth of Christ. The doc- 
trine of the virgin birth and the 
doctrine of the deity of Christ are 
one and the same. The doctrine 
of the virgin birth and the doc- 
trine of the blood atonement are 
so inter-related, that they cannot 
be separated. They are Siamese- 
twin doctrines and neither doc- 
trine can stand without the 
other. The virgin birth of Christ 
and His Saviourhood are one and 
the same doctrine. 


Then anybody who denies the 
virgin birth of Christ is an in- 
fidel. He has already rejected 
Christianity. He has already de- 
nied the inspiration of the Bible. 
He has already denied the blood 
atonement of Christ. The man 
who denies the virgin birth of 
Christ may be counted a minister 
of the gospel, but actually he is 
a brother of Bob Ingersoll and 


Tom Paine, a brother of every 


infidel and Christ-denier and 
Bible-hater in the world. 


If anyone says that the deity 
of Christ is not essential, then 
he does not even know what 
essential Christianity is. To deny 
the virgin birth is to deny Christ 
Himself! 


I. The Virgin Birth Is Plainly 
Stated in Scripture 


That the mother of Jesus was 
a virgin when He was conceived, 
not having known any man cCar- 
nally, and a virgin still when the 
Saviour was born, is as specifical- 
ly and’ positively stated as any 
doctrine in the Bible. Please con- 
sider the following Scripture 
statements of the virgin birth. 

1. Isaiah prophesied the Sav- 
iour’s virgin birth some 740 years 
before it happened! In Isaiah 
7:14 the Scripture says, “There- 
fore the Lord himself shall give 
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 


conceive, and bear a son, and 


shall.call his name Immanuel.” 
The sign is given, as the preced- 
ing verse shows, to the whole 
house of David. A young woman 
was to conceive and bear a Son 
while she was yet a virgin, and 


should call His name, Immanuel, 


meaning God with us. This Child, 


- yirgin born, was to be God in- 
carnate, God dwelling for a I 


bit with men! 


2. Matthew, the first gospel, 
plainly teaches the virgin. birth 
of Christ. Read the following 
beautiful account of how God ex- 
plained to Joseph how his sweet- 
heart, Mary, was to become the 
mother of our Lord. : 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to Jo- 
seph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her hus- 
band, being a just. man, and not 
willing to make her a publick ex- 
ample, was minded to put her 
away privily. But while he 
thought on these things, behold, 


the angel of the Lord appeared) 


unto him in a dream, saying, Jo- 
seph, thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Ghost. And she 
shall bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name JESUS: for 
he shall save his people from 
their sins. Now all this was done, 
that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth 
a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel, which being inter- 
preted is, God with us. Then Jo- 
seph being raised from sleep did 
as the angel of the Lord had bid- 
den him, and took unto him his 
wife: And knew her not till she 
had brought forth her firstborn 
son: and he called his name 
JESUS.”—Matt. 1:18-25. 


The Gospel of Matthew is rec-|. 


ognized as the first gospel writ- 
ten. The tradition date of the 
writing of Matthew’s gospel is 
A.D. 37; probably four years after 
the crucifixion. Even modernists 


all agree that the gospel accord-. 


ing to Matthew was the first one 
written. And this gospel gives the 
longest and most detailed account 
of the virgin birth, and it quotes 
Isaiah 7:14 and announces that 
that Scripture was fulfilled! The 
simple explanation is that the 
child in the womb of Mary was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost. God 
was literally the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and so Jesus 
was “God with us,” Immanuel. 
The same Scripture plainly an- 
nounces that “thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” 

A Christ who is virgin born is 
the Saviour. A Christ not born 
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of a virgin, a Christ with only a 
human father and a natural con- 
ception and birth, could never be 
a Saviour. 3 


3. The Gospel of Luke, written 
by “the beloved physician,” Luke, 
also plainly states the fact of the 
virgin birth. Read the following 
in Luke 1:26-38. 


“And in the sixth month the 
angel Gabriel was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named Naz- 
areth, To a virgin espoused to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David; and the vir- 
gin’s name was Mary. And the 
angel came in unto her,. and said, 
Hail, thou that art highly fa- 
voured, the Lord is with thee: 
blessed art thou among women. 
And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast 
in her mind what manner of salu- 
tation this should be. And the 
angel said unto her, Fear not, 
Mary: for thou hast found favour 
with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest: and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of 
his father David: And he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end. Then said Mary 
unto the angel, How shall this 
be, seeing I know not a man? 


unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy 
thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God. 
And, behold, thy cousin, Elisa- 
beth, she hath also conceived a 
son in her old age: and this is 
the sixth month with her, who 
was called barren. For with God 
nothing shall be impossible. And 
Mary said, Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word. And the 
angel departed from her.” 


Here again we are plainly told 
that Mary was a virgin, (verse 
27) that she was engaged to Jo- 
seph. The problem of how. she 
should bear a child without a 
human father troubled Mary, and 
the angel explained, “The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be 
born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.” The virgin birth was 
essential were Christ to be actu- 
ally the Son of God, that is, 
physically begotten of God, and 
God in human form. 

Obviously the doctrine of the 
virgin birth of Christ is as clear- 
ly stated as any doctrine in the 
Bible. 


II. The Virgin Birth Is Also 
Taught Elsewhere in the Bible 
Besides the Explicit 
Statements 


Above we have. seen _ that 
Isaiah, Matthew and Luke, all 
expressly state that Christ was 
born of a virgin. But a number 
of other Scriptures, without using 
the term “virgin” clearly teach 
that Joseph was not. the father 
of Jesus and that therefore He 
was conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
without a human father. 


1. The prophet Jeremiah plain- 
ly foretold that Joseph. could not 
be the father of Jesus. Here is 
a most interesting study that will 
repay careful attention. Jeremiah 
22:30 says of Coniah (also called 
Jechonias and Jehoiachin), “Thus 
saith the Lord, Write ye this man 
childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days: for no man 
of his seed shall prosper, sitting 
upon the throne of David, and 
ruling any more in Judah.” 


And only five verses below this 
statement that Coniah, or Jeco- 
niah, should be counted childless, 
that none of his seed should pros- 
per reigning upon the throne of 
David, the Lord tells us that “Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will raise unto David 
a righteous Branch, and a King 
shall reign and prosper, and shall 


execute judgment and justice in 


And the angel answered and said 


the earth” (Jer. 23:5). And in 
the following verse we are told 
that His name shall be called 
“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS.” »:- 


Although Coniah’s seed should 
not reign and prosper on David's 
throne, the coming Messiah would 
come and reign on David's throne. 
So the coming Saviour could not 
be descended from Jeconias. 


But what does this have to do 
with the virgin birth of Christ? 
Simply this, that this man Coniah 
was the ancestor of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary! Coniah, or Je- 
chonias, was a direct descendant 
of King Solomon and King David, 
and reigned in Judah until he was 
carried away captive to Babylon. 
Now look at the genealogy of Jo- 
seph in Matthew 1:12, “And after 
they were brought to Babylon, 
Jechonias begat Salathiel; .. .” 
Then Matthew 1:16, continuing 
the same genealogy, says, “And 
Jacob begat Joseph the husband 
of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ.” Joseph was 
descended from Coniah (Jecho- 
nias), and if Joseph were the 
father of Jesus, then the Scrip- 
ture plainly says that no one of 
this line shall prosper, sitting 
upon the throne of David and rul- 
ing any more in Judah. 


But in Luke 1:32-33 the angel 
Gabriel told Mary about the Sav- 
iour, that great Son she should 
bear, “He shall be great, and 
shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall 
give unto him the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be 
no end.” Jesus, during His earth- 
ly ministry, of course, did not 
reign in Judah or over Jerusalem. 
But Jesus is coming again, and 
the Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David, and 
He will rule over the house of 
Jacob as the Scripture clearly 
said. Revelation 5:10 says, “And 
hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests: and we shall reign 
on the earth.” Revelation 20:6 
says that those in the first resur- 
rection~“shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a _ thousand years.” 
Christ is to reign on David's 
throne. 


Was it clearly intended by the 
Holy Spirit who dictated the 
Scriptures that Jeremiah 22:30 
should be used as proof that 
Jesus was not the Son of Joseph? 
Yes, it was obviously so. For 
after Jeremiah 22:30 says that 
no man of the seed of Coniah 
“shall prosper sitting upon the 
throne of David and ruling any 
more in Judah,” the fifth and 
sixth verses thereafter, Jeremiah 
23:5-6 say, “Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will 
raise unto David a_ righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign 
and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the 
earth. In his days Judah, shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely: and this is his name 
whereby he shall be called, THE 
LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 
No seed of Coniah should reign 


and prosper in Judah; but Christ, 
“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS,” shall reign and prosper 


on David’s throne ruling over 
Judah and the whole earth! So 
Coniah, the ancestor of Joseph, 
could not be the ancestor of 


‘Jesus. Jesus was not born of 


Joseph! 


2. The genealogy of - Jesus, 
through Mary, does not give Co- 
niah (Jechonias) at all, proving 
that Jesus was descended from 
David through another line, not 
Joseph’s line. We have mentioned 
the genealogy of “Joseph, the 
husband of Mary,” which is given 
in Matthew 1:1-16. But the gme- 
alogy of Mary is given in Luke 
3:23-38. At first glance one might 
think that this was the genealogy 
of Joseph and wonder why the 
two were different. Matthew 1:16 
says, “And Jacob begat Joseph, 
the husband of Mary.” But in 
Luke 3:23 we are told, “And 
Jesus himself began to be about 
thirty years of age, being (as was 
supposed) the son of Joseph, 
which was the son of Heli.” 
Actually, the words “the son,” 
used the second time in _ this 
verse, are in italics, meaning they 
were not in the Greek at all. 
Actually there is no doubt that 
Joseph was son-in-law of Heli. 
The Gospel of Matthew speaks of 
Jesus as the King of the Jews, 
and so gives the genealogy of Jo- 
seph, His foster-father, as an offi- 
cial record showing that, human- 


titled to the throne of Israel. The 
Gospel of Matthew was more 
clearly directed to the Jews, But 
the gospel according to Luke pic- 
tures Jesus as the Son of man, 
and gives His genealogy, not just 
to Abraham, the father of Jews, 


as does the genealogy in Matthew, ~ 


but traces it all the way back to 
Adam! So the genealogy.in Luke 
naturally gives the actual human 
parentage of Jesus, that is, His 
mother Mary and her ancestry. 


The Scofield Reference Bible 
has a note on Luke 3:23) as fol- 
lows: “In Matthew, where un- 
questionably we have the gene- 
alogy of Joseph, we are told 
(1:16) that Joseph was the Son 
of .Jacob. In what sense, then, 
could he be called in Luke ‘the 
son of Heli?” He could not be by 
natural generation the son both 
of Jacob and of Heli. But in Luke 
it is not said that Heli begat Jo- 
seph, so that the natural explana- 
tion is that Joseph was the son- 
in-law of Heli, who was, like him- 
self, a descendant of David. That 
he should in that case be called 
“son of Heli’ (“‘son” is not in the 
Greek, but rightly supplied by 
the translators) would be in ac- 
cord with Jewish usage (cf. I 
Sam. 24:16). The conclusion is 
therefore inevitable that in Luke 
we have Mary’s genealogy; and 
Joseph was “son of Heli’ because 
espoused to Heli’s daughter. The 
genealogy in Luke is Mary’s, 
whose father, Heli, was descended 
from David.” 


Now note this interesting thing. 
The genealogy of Mary and there- 
fore the literal human genealogy 
of Christ, is not traced through 
Coniah (Jechonias) at all. It is 
not even traced through King 
Solomon, but is traced through 
Nathan, another son of David, 
(Luke 3:31)! Jesus was actually, 
literally descended, through 


Mary, from King David. But He 
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was not descended from Jecho- 
nias. God gave that additional 
proof in the Old Testament, be- 
fore the Saviour was born, that 
Joseph could not be His father 


3. The Scripture repeatedly 
states of Jesus as the only One 
who was begotten of God, “the 
only begotten Son of God.” This 
clearly refers to the fact that 
Jesus was born of a virgin, with 
God His Father. The Scripture 
tells us that “Jacob begat Joseph, 
the husband of Mary” (Matt. 
1:16), but many Scriptures tell 
us that God begot Jesus Christ. 
Psalm 2:7 prophesies the com- 
ing of the Saviour and says, “The 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou 
art my Son; this day have I be- 
gotten thee.” All Bible students 
agree that that refers to Jesus 
Christ. Now Jesus was in the very 
beginning with God. John 1:1-3 
says, “In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The 
same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.” 
If Jesus was in the beginning 
with the Father, then surely it 
eould not be said that He ever 
had a beginning, in His pre-exist- 
ent state with the Father. So 
when we speak of Jesus as “the 
only begotten Son” of God, we re- 
fer to His human beginning. On 
the mother’s side we say that a 
ehild is conceived. On the father’s 
side we say that the child is be- 
gotten. So when the Holy Spirit 
overshadowed Mary, God begot 
Jesus Christ, and therefore He 
is called the oniy begotten Son 
of God. No one else was ever 
physically begotten by God, as 
Jesus was, so He is “the only be- 
gotten Son.” 


The first chapter of John has 
much to say about Jesus as the 
pre-existent Word of God, as the 
Creator of all things. John 1:14 
says, “And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther,) full of grace and truth.” 
When the Word was made flesh, 
that is, when Christ was made 
flesh, then He was begotten of 
the Father; and what the beloved 
John is here saying by divine in- 
spiration is that they, the dis- 
ciples, beheld the glory of Christ, 
and could tell by His glory, that 


. He was deity, that He was: physi- 


cally begotten of God! John 
means that anyone who saw the 
glorified Saviour on the mount of 
transfiguration, and again after 
His resurrection, as well as all 
the days of His ministry, would 
have to agree that Jesus had no 
human father, but was begotten 
of God and conceived and borne 
by a virgin mother. 


It is true that once or twice 
the Bible speaks of Christians as 
begotten of God, but that is a 
figurative use of the term, and 
five times in the New Testament 
Jesus is called the only begotten 
Son of God. Those five times are 
John 1:14; John 1:18; John 3:16; 
John 3:18; and I John 4:9. So the 
gospel of John and the First Epis- 
tle of John unite with the books 
of Isaiah and Matthew and Luke 
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in declaring the virgin birth of 
our Saviour! 

4. Another reference to the vir- 
gin birth of Christ is given m 
Jeremiah 31:22. There in a 


‘|prophecy of the coming Saviour 


the prophet says, “How long wilt 
thou go about, O thou backsliding 
daughter? for the Lord hath 
created a new thing in the earth, 
A woman shall compass a man.” 


Certainly it would not be a 
new thing for a woman to con- 
ceive and bear a man child. That 
is not what God means. No, he 
says, “The Lord hath created a 
new thing in the earth,” an en- 
tirely new thing would happen. 
That is a woman, without any 
human intervention, without 
knowing any man carnally, would 
“compass a man,” that is con- 
ceive and carry and deliver a 
man child! That virgin birth of 
Christ would be a unique event, 
a wholly new thing. Certainly 
this must be a reference to the 
virgin birth of the coming Sav- 
iour. 


MI. The Virgin Birth Is 
Implied All Through the 
Bible 

I have shown that the virgin 
birth is expressly stated in Isaiah, 
Matthew and Luke, and that it 
is taught elsewhere very clearly. 
But that is not all. The birth of 
Jesus without a human father, 
and His deity as a result is im- 
plied all through the Bible. I 
have mentioned three of the gos- 
pels: Matthew and Luke express- 
ly say that Jesus was born of a 
virgin, and John expressly says 
that Jesus was begotten of God 
and was the only person ever be- 
gotten of God, was God’s only be- 
gotten Son. However, the Gospel 
of Mark leaves no room for doubt 
on this question. While it does not 
expressly state that Jesus was 
born of a virgin, it emphatically 
teaches that Jesus was the pre- 
existent Son of God which neces- 
sarily means that He was not the 
Son of Joseph. . 

Mark 1:1 says, “The beginning 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.” The first word that 
Mark has to say about the Sav- 
iour is that He is the Son of God! 
And the first chapter only pro- 
ceeds to the eleventh verse be- 
fore it reports God saying from 
heaven, “Thou art my _ beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
And all through the Gospel of 
Mark Jesus is spoken of as the 
miracle-working God in human 
form. That necessarily means 
that He was born of a virgin. Al- 
though Mark does not tell the 
story of the angel’s coming to 
Mary and of the Saviour’s mirac- 
Hous conception and birth, that 
truth is implied throughout the 
gospel. 

So it is all through the Bible. 
In Isaiah 9:6 it is prophesied, 
“For unto us a child is born, unto 
uS a son is given: and the gov- 
ernment,shall be upon his shoul- 
der: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Fa- 
ther, The Prince of Peace.” 
Though this verse does not. spe- 
cially tell of the virgin birth of 
Christ, it calls him “The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father.” 
And that forever sets Him apart 
from every man child ever born 
of natural generation and neces- 
sarily compels a belief in the 
deity of Christ. 


Isaiah 53 tells of the atone- 
ment; how Christ bore our griefs 
and carried our sorrows, how He 
was wounded for our transgres- 
sions and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties, and how the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him and 
how with His stripes we are 
healed. If one man can stand be- 
fore God for the whole race of 
men, and if one man’s suffering 
can pay the debt of all the_sin- 
ners in the universe, then. that 
one Man is‘no ordinary man. He 
could only be a God-man, God in 
human form, begotten of God in 
a virgin’s womb. That is why all 
those who deny the virgin birth 
of Christ likewise deny His deity 
and deny His atoning death, His 


ff 


substitutionary sacrifice for our 
sins. 


Throughout the Bible we are 
taught that Christ is the Creator 
who made all things and upholds 
all things now. We are taught 
that “He is to judge the world, 
and that the Father has commit- 
ted all judgment to the Son 
(John 5:22, Acts 17:31). We are 
told that the same Jesus who 
was crucified arose from the 
dead. We are told that He 
ascended to Heaven and then two 
angels promised that the same 
Jesus should return again (Acts 
1:9-11). Jesus Himself said, “If 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive 
you unto myself.” (John 14:3). 
“In him dwelleth all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). 

The virgin birth ‘is implied in 
every chapter in the Bible, and to 
deny the virgin birth of Christ is 
to deny that the Bible-means 
what it says, to deny that it is 
the Word of God. To deny the 
virgin birth is to deny historic 
Christianity and turn one’s back 
on the God of the Bible. 


IV. Objections to the Virgin 
Birth Answered 


Unbelievers, haters of the 
Bible, rejectors of Christ, object 
to the Bible doctrine of the virgin 
birth. But their objections are 
not sensible as investigations will 
prove. 

1. They say, “It is only men- 
tioned in two or three places in 
the Bible.” That is not true. We 
have shown that the virgin birth 
is plainly taught in Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Matthew, Luke, John, and 
the First Epistle of John, and is 
implied throughout the Scrip- 
tures everywhere. If it were only 
stated one time in the Bible, that 
would be enough for any Chris- 
tian. But the virgin birth is as 
clearly taught as any Bible doc- 
trine, and is often repeated. 

2. “Jesus Himself did not claim 
to be born of a virgin,” says the 
modernist and infidel. That is 
simply not true. Those who deny 
the virgin birth are not scholarly 
and they do not know what the 
Bible really teaches. Jesus clear- 
ly said, “For the bread of God is 
he which cometh down from 
heaven and giveth life unto the 
world” (John 6:33); and then He 
said, “I am that bread of life” 
(John 6:48). Jesus said that He 
came down from Heaven. That 
could not be said of any other 
man in the world. That involved 
His pre-existence with God the 
Father and His deity, and neces- 
sarily that God begot Him at His 
conception. Jesus plainly called 
Himself, “the only begotten Son” 
of God (John 3:16). He was the 
only Man ever begotten physi- 
cally by God. Jesus told Nicode- 
mus that He, Jesus, was “He that 
came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in 
heaven.” (John 3:13). To the 
Pharisees Jesus plainly said, “Ye 
are from beneath; I am from 
above: ye are of this world; I 
am not of this world. I said 
therefore unto you, that ye shall 
die in your sins: for if ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins” (John 8:23-24). Jesus 
said that He came from above, 
that He was not of this world as 
other men were, and that there- 
fore He was God and that any- 
one who would not believe that 
Christ is what He claimed to be, 
God in human form, shall die in 
their sins! The virgin birth, the 
deity of Christ, and salvation by 
faith in Him, are all taught in 
these words of Jesus Christ. Cer- 
tainly He claimed to be the vir- 
gin born Son of God! 

And all the enemies of Christ 
in His own lifetime knew that is 
what he claimed. John 5:18 says, 
“Therefore the Jews sought. the 
more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but 
said also that God was his Fa- 
ther, making himself equal with 
God” (John 5:18). Jesus certain- 
ly claimed deity, insisted that He 
was begotten of God, that is, vir- 
gin born, and came Yown from 
Heaven, as no other man did. 

3. “But scientists cannot believe 


lin the virgin birth of Christ be- 


cause there are no scientific rec- 
ords of any other case of one 
being born without a human 
father,” says some scoffer. In- 
deed! But we are not claiming 
that men are born every few 
days without- a human father! 
We are not claiming that any- 
body else was ever born of a 
virgin. In fact, we are claiming 
just the opposite, that Jesus is 
the only person ever so conceived 
and born with a virgin mother 
and without a human father. We 
are not talking about an ordinary 
man, but a God-man, God incar- 
nate in human flesh! If you 
should tell me that any scientist 
or statesman, any genius or phil- 
anthropist of this day were born 
of a virgin, I would not believe 
you. If you should tell me that 
any of them rose from the dead, 
I would laugh at you. The late 
President Roosevelt, for example, 
was a man. He attained high 
honor, but nevertheless he was 
only a man, born as were other 
men, and dying like other men. 
There is nothing about Roosevelt 
to indicate that he is God, that 
he created the world, that he will 
one day be judge of all the uni- 
verse. The virgin birth would not 
fit Franklin.D. Roosevelt nor any 
other man who cver lived. It does 
fit Jesus Christ who is God in 
human-form. 


A few years ago scientists an- 
nounced that by the use of an 
electric impulse, the ova of a fe- 
male rabbit had been stimulated 
into growth and development 
and that this mother rabbit had 
borne a baby rabbit without in- 
tercourse with a male rabbit. In 
other words, scientists were able 
to induce the virgin birth of a 
rabbit. They have not been able 
to produce the same effect on a 
human ova. But what scientists 
did by an electrical impulse in 
the womb of a rabbit, could not 
the Almighty God do in the con- 
ception of His Son Jesus Christ 
in the womb of a virgin? The 
virgin birth fits the nature and 
the life of Jesus Christ, and it is 
easy for anybody to believe who 
accepts Jesus as what He claimed 
to be, the Son of God who came 
into the world to save sinners. 


4. “But that would be a miracle, 
and I cannot believe in miracles,” 
says an unbeliever. A miracle? 
Certainly! But sensible scientists 
have long ago decided that only 
miracles could account for many 
things. Where did matter come 
from? It was created by a mir- 
acle, of course. How were the 
planetary systems arranged and 
balanced and set in motion? Un- 
questionably by some miracle of 
God. And how did life originate 
and begin? No scientist in the 
world now believes that life can 
come from dead matter of itself. 
Scientists believe that the earth 
was once a fiery mass where life 
could not exist. They know that 
now life is on this planet. Where 
did it come from? Without any 
other explanation possible, life 
came as a miracle of God’s crea- 
tion. One who cannot believe in 
miracles is an ignoramus and an 
unthinking enemy of fact. 

A miracle, the conception of 
Christ and His virgin birth? Cer- 
tainly! Christ Himself is the God 
of miracles. He worked many, 
many miracles Himself. He died 
for our sins, died as no one else 
ever died, and then miraculously 
rose from the dead. Miraculously 
He appeared to the disciples and 
then ascended visibly to Heaven. 
He is coming again. The Bible is 
a miracle. Creation was a mir- 
acle. Every time a soul is regen- 
erated and made into a new crea- 
ture, that is a miracle. Certainly 
the virgin birth of Christ is a 
miracle. 

_I heard Dr. L. R. Scarborough, 
the late president of the South- 
western Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary at Fort Worth tell in our 


}class in evangelism in the semi- 


nary how one of his sons, only six 
or eight years old at the time, 
came home for Sunday School one 
day. “Dad, I don’t believe that 
stuff they told us today about a 


‘faith. 


whale swallowing Jonah,” said the 
small boy! 


“But, son, if God could make a 
whale and could make a man, why 
couldn’t God make the whale 
swallow the Man and keep the 
man alive three days in_ the 
whale?” asked Dr. Scarborough. 

“Oh, well,” said the boy, “if you 
are going to put God in it, I can 
believe it, too.” 

So like that lad, if you put God 
in it, I can believe in the virgin 
birth. And everybody who puts 
God in it has to believe in the 
virgin birth. If Jesus was God 
come in human form, the only 
begotten Son of God, then of 
course that means he was born of 
a virgin, as the Bible says. Cer- 
tainly that is a miracle, but the 


Bible is a miracle book, and Chris- ~ 


tianity is a miracle religion, and 
no one can be a Christian who 
does not believe in. these essential 
miracles. 


o. “But intelligent people do 


not believe in the virgin birth,” 


some ungodly teacher tells the in- 
mocent young people in his class. 
He could not face an intelligent 
and informed Christian leader on 
such a question, but he sets out 
to break down the faith of boys 
and girls with immature minds, 
parroting infidelity because he is 
against God and the Bible and has 
not made any honest investiga- 
tion. But what is true? Do in- 


telligent and educated people be- | 


lieve in the virgin birth? 

The answer is that every great 
creed in Christendom has stood 
for the virgin birth of Christ, 
from the Apostle’s Creed on down 
to the Westminister Confession or 
the New Hampshire statement of 
All the apostles believed, 
of course, in the virgin birth. All 


the great church fathers, all the. 


reformers including Martin Luth- 
er, John Calvin, and John Wesley 
believed in the virgin birth. All 
the great teachers and preachers 
of Christianity: Spurgeon, Moody, 
Finney, Torrey, all the great 
Bible-believing theologians and 
evangelists and pastors and stu- 
dents have agreed on the virgin 
birth of Christ. 
who deny the virgin birth are in- 
fidels who do not believe the Bible, 
do not believe in the deity of 
Christ, and do not trust Him as 
their own personal Saviour. Mod- 
ernists, infidels, those who join 
Bob Ingersoll, Voltaire, Tom 
Paine, and Hitler, of course deny 
the virgin birth. But no true 
Christian in the world denies the 
virgin birth. Great scientists like 
Sir Isaac Newton, Sir James 
Simpson, Lord Kelvin, Louis Pas- 
teur, and statesmen like Glad- 
stone, Lloyd George, Winston 


The only people : 


Be J 


Churchill, George Washington and ‘ 


Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wil- 
son, Herbert Hoover and William 
Jennings Bryan have believed in 
the deity of Jesus Christ and in 
His virgin birth. Everywhere that 
good men, profoundly intelligent 
men love the Lord Jesus and be- 
lieve the Word of God, they be- 
lieve in the virgin birth of Christ 
as taught so plainly in the Scrip- 
tures. 


Then let every Christian be 
happy in his faith this Christmas 
time. You have the best wisdom, 
the best character, the gréatest 
fellowship of the ages on your 
side. And if all the world besides 
still denied the virgin birth of 
Christ, any Christian who has 
been born again, 
Christ as a personal Saviour, 


would know that He is all He © 


claimed to be, the virgin born Son 
of God. 

Let us teach the virgin birth to 
our children. It is a _ beautiful 
mystery, a holy mystery that they 
scan believe and grasp. And at 
this Christmas time let all of 
God’s people give to the dear Lord 


who knows. 


Jesus the reverence and worship | 
which belong to Him as the Cre- | 


ator of the world, God come in 
human form, born of a virgin, liv- 
ing a perfect, sinless life, dying 


for our sins on the cross, buried — 


and rising again from the dead 
and ascending into the heavens, 
and one day to return again to 
receive us to Himself! 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE SEVEN 


Son, Remember! 


(Continued from page one) 
twenty. years to repent. They 
would not listen to Noah, that 
faithful preacher of righteousness. 
He went on building his ark while 
they laughed and mocked and 
scoffed. But there came a day 
when God said, “Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark. I am 
going to destroy every living thing 
in which there is a breath of life.” 
His hand shut that door and the 
rain began to descend. The people 
began to batter the door, saying 
“Let us in! Let us in!” But the 
same hand that shut Noah and 
his family safely in, shut them 
out. The water began to come _up. 
They fled to the tree tops. They 
fled to the mountain tops. The 
water relentlessly came up, up. 
The whole earth was covered. God 
fulfilled His Word to the letter 
that there should not be a single 
creature in which was the breath 
of life, but that they should all 
die. Where are they now? Turn 
over to I Peter 3 and you will 
read how their spirits are in pris- 
on. All you see in Genesis is 
bodies floating on the water. Turn 
over to the New Testament and 
you will find spirits in Hell. That 
is where you will find them. There 
they are today, screaming, ‘Let 
us in! Let us in!” We.pass by, 
and Abraham says, “Sons and 
daughters, remember.” 


Profane Esau Remembers 

We go a little bit further and 
there is a young man. He is 
kneeling and crying. He is saying, 
“Bless me also, my father! 
Haven’t you a blessing for me?” 

“Who is that, Abraham?” I 
ask. 

“That is Esau.” 

“Well, what about him?” 

He was one of these modern 
men, a_ jolly, well-met, athletic 
type, as attractive as he could be, 
with everybody loving him. But 
he had no time for God and his 
soul. He despised his birthright 
that. carried the spiritual blessing 
promised to Abraham and his 
seed. He had no time for it, so he 
sold his birthright for a mess of 
pottage. But listen: there came 
an afterward. If you will turn 
to the book of Hebrews, you will 
read, “Lest there be any forni- 
cator; or profane person, as Esau, 
who for one morsel of meat sold 
his birthright. For ye know how 
that afterward [Oh, brother, that 
horrible afterward, after a sin you 
commit, after death—Hell] when 
he should have inherited the bless- 
ing {for he wanted what he had 
given up] .. . for he found no 
place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears.” I 
left out a phrase: “he was re- 
jected.” I did it because the word 
rejected means thrown back. 
Esau, after he had despised every- 
thing God offered him, comes beg- 
ging for what God had offered 
him. God throws him back, and 
“he found no place of repentance, 
though he sought it carefully with 
tears.” Poor Esau! Too late now, 
he weeps and prays and cries, 
asking his father, “(Haven't you a 
blessing for me?” In Hell he re- 


re on pass by ‘ak Abraham says, 
“Son, remember.” 
The Wicked Sons of Eli in 
Hell Remember 
We go a little farther and get 


and swearing at the top of their 
voices. 


. “Abraham, who are these?” I 
ask. 


“The two sons of Eli: 
and Phinehas.” 

“What are they doing in Hell, 
Abraham ?” 

“Eli did not remonstrate with 
them. Eli did not warn them. He 
did not whip them. Eli did not 
reprove and rebuke them. He is 


Hophni 


the man whom God blamed for ' 


the damnation of his sons. God 
said, ‘Eli, your sons -have made 
themselves vile and you have re- 
strained them not. I will judge 
your house forever for this thing.’ 
They would not listen to their 
father. And the next day they 
died in battle. Now they are in 
Hell. They have memory there, 
and they are still cursing their 
old godly father.” 


There are a lot of children in 
Hell cursing their godly dads and 
mothers, while they are burning in 
Hell while dad and mother are in 
Heaven. 


We pass by and Abraham says, 
“Son, remember.” 


Jezebel, Queen of Israel, 
Remembers 


We go a little further and there 
cries a woman who is painting her 
face. She is fixing her hair. She 
is crying. 

“Who is that, Abraham?” TI ask. 

“That is Jezebel, that wicked 
queen.” 

One day one of the greatest 
prophets of God who has ever 
lived, Elijah, stood there before 
that wretched woman and warned 
her that the judgment of God 
would fall on her. She paid no 
attention to him. Finally God 
sent a message through him and 
said, ‘Go tell that woman _ that 
the dogs shall lick her blood and 
eat her flesh in Jezreel.’ ‘Time 
passed: God is not in any hurry. 
God has plenty of time. Time 
passed! It seemed that the Word 
of God had failed. But there 
came a time when Jehu drove up 
to the palace. Jezebel, with her 
face painted and her head tired, 
stuck her head out of the window 
and said, ‘Had Zimri peace, who 
slew his master? He got by with 
his sin; can’t I get by with mine? 
You don’t always have to reap 
what you sow, do you?’ 


Jehu said “Who is for us? Who 
is for us?” A couple of eunuchs 
stuck their heads out of the win- 
dow, and Jehu said, “Throw her 
down.” They picked her up and 
threw her out the window. Her 
body struck the side of the wall 
then hit with a thud on the pave- 
ment. Jehu drove his herses and 
his chariot over her prostrate 
body. He went in and ate a meal. 
When he got up from the table 
he said, ‘Go out yonder and take 
that cursed woman and bury her. 
She is a king’s daughter." When 
they went out there to get her to 
bury her they found only a few 
gnawed bones of her skull, her 
hands, and her feet. It was a ful- 
fillment of the Word of God which 
said, “The dogs shall eat Jezebel 
by the wall of Jezreel.” There 
she is in Hell screaming. Poor 
woman. You cannot fight God and 
get by with it. Abraham says, 
“Daughter, remember.” 

Hered and Herodias 
Remember 


We journey on and find a man 
and a woman running away. They 


> 


-|are Herodias and Herod the king. 


What about them? You remem- 
ber how Herod went to Rome and 
got his brother’s wife, brought her 
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back and took her to himself. : 
They say we are not to preach on 
sin, but John the Baptist, that 


man of God, walked up to them 
and said, “You are living in sin. 


It is against the will of God for 
a man to take another man’s wife. 
You can’t do it and get by.’ John 
made Herodias mad. Herod had 
him put in prison, but he feared 
him because he knew John was 
a man of God. Oh, God help us 
to be men of God and with au- 
thority speak the Word of God. 
John the Baptist spoke with au- 
thority, and King Herod trembled 
in his presence. He had him put 
in prison. Finally Herodias said, 
“I will shut his mouth. I am not 
going to have him talk to me like 
that. I will shut his mouth for- 
ever.” She said to her daughter 
on the day of the king’s birthday, 
“You go in yonder and dance the 
best you have ever danced in your 
life. Please the king. He will be 
half drunk with all his courtiers 
and all his noblemen. You will 
please him. He will offer you any- 
thing he has. Tell him you want 
the head of John the Baptist on 
a charger. Bring it to me. I will 
shut his lips forever! I have my 
chance now; I will have my re- 
venge. No man can talk about 
my sins like that and get by.” 


That is just what happened. 
The girl danced. She pleased the 
king. She asked him for the head 
of John the Baptist. Fear came 
to his heart, but he could not get 
it through that drunken stupor of 
his brain. So he said, “Go down 
yonder and cut off the head of 
John the Baptist.” They cut off 
his head. The disciples came sor- 
rowfully and took his body away 
and buried it. 


This wicked woman, Herodias, 
had her daughter bring her that 
head. I can see her now. She 
probably slapped that face and 
cursed and said, ‘‘I have shut your 
mouth. You'll never bother me 
any more, you'll never trouble me 
any more, I’m finished with you. 
You'll never interfere with me 
again. You're through! You're 
through!” What she ever did with 
that head, God only knows, but it 
will stand in the _ resurrection. 
Don't forget, God Almighty is 
going to raise him from the dead 
to face that wicked queen. 


But there was a facing down 
here. A few weeks later they sat 
down at the table. All of a sud- 
den a man burst into the private 
chamber of the King, “Say, there 
is a great prophet arisen, and all 
the countryside is going after 
him.” And the king cried out, 
“That is John the Baptist risen 
from the dead. Therefore do 
mighty works take place in him.” 
But it wasn’t John, it was Jesus. 


Herod, has your conscience been 
troubling you? Herod, you haven’t 
been able to sleep at night, have 
you? You took off the head of 
God’s prophet; you have blood on 
your hands, haven’t you, Herod? 
And you are going to pay, aren’t 
you? God says, ‘Whatever a man 
sows, he reaps.’ You know that, 
don’t you, old fellow? You know 
that! Is John on your mind? Have 
you forgotten that awful thing 
you did? No! It’s memory! Mem- 
ory! 

And poor Herod and Herodias 
are in Hell fleeing from the head 
of John the Baptist. The head 
isn’t there. It is on their con- 
science! It is on their minds. It 
is in the very warp and woof of 
their souls. . 

We pass by them and Abraham 
_—, “Son and daughter, remem- 

vig 7 


Pilate Still Washes His Hands 
in Hell 


We go a little bit further and 
get sight of a man and a woman. 
The man is seeming to wash his 
hands. He’s trying to wash his 


hands—in Hell, and is screaming 
out in his agony. A woman steps 
into the way, saying, “I told you 
not to do it. 
do it.” 

“Who are they, Abraham?” I 
ask . 


I told you not to 


“That is Pilate and his wife, 


Claudia.” 


You remember one day Jesus 
Christ, the son of the living God, 
stood before Pilate, as the gover- 
nor and the judge asked the ques- 
tion, “What will I do with Jesus, 
who is called the Christ?” 


Now the situation is reversed, 
and Pilate stands before King 
Jesus. The question from Jesus 
is, ‘What shall I do with Pilate?” 
He knew already what was to be 
done with Pilate. It was written 
down in the book. He Himself 
will say to the unsaved, “Depart 
from me, ye cursed, into everlast- 
ing fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels.” Do not expect to live 
a godless life and not hear Him 
say it. He will! 


Pilate had Jesus before him. He 
said, “What shall I do then with 
Jesus?” He said, “I want to do 
the right thing with Jesus.” You 
might play with a man and get 
by with it eventually, but you can- 
not trifle with Jesus. God has 
another word to say to a man who 
will not have anything to do with 
His Son. I say to you, the day 
will come when they will be sent 
into the flames of Hell. There 
was Pilate. He knew Jesus was 
the Son of God. He knew He was 
from the other world. He was 
condemned. In Hell, he seems to 
come back to earth and says to 
Jesus, in memory, “Where did you 
come from?” 

Jesus answered him, “I came 
from Heaven. I am from God. 
You know I am from the other 
world.” 


Pilate remembers that. While 
he was standing there his precious 
wife sent word. Oh, how God 
spoke to her and to him through 
her! She said, “Sweetheart, do 
not have anything to do with that 
just man. I have suffered many 
things this day because of him.” 
In Hell he remembers how his 
conscience told him, “Look out, 
Pilate! You are about to do some- 
thing that will damn your soul 
forever. You are playing with the 
wrong man. You cannot trifle 
with Jesus of Nazareth. He is 
the Son of the living God, and the 
Saviour of the wide world, the 
dearest -beloved of the Father’s 
heart. Look out Pilate!” But he 
had given Jesus over to death. 
Before. he did it, he had _ said, 
“Bring me some water.” A big 
bowl containing water had been 
brought, and he washed his hands. 
It was symbolic. Pilate had said, 
“I am clean from the blood of this 
just man. I am not going to have 
anything to do with this now.” 
But he did have. And yonder in 
Hell Pilate is washing his hands. 
But the blood is not on his hands, 
it is in his mind. It is in his con- 
science. It is in his soul! His 
wife is shaking her finger and 
saying, “I told you not to do it! 
I told you not to do it.” 

We pass by and Abraham says, 
a son and daughter, | remem- 

r.” 


How Much Judas Remembers 
in Hell! 


We go a little bit further and 
a man is crying, “I have shed the 
innocent blood! I have shed the 
innocent blood!” 

“Who is that, Abraham?” I ask. 

“That is Judas Iscariot.” 

“What about him?” 

“He was chosen as an apostle 
by the Son of the living God after 
an all-night prayer meeting.” 

ll Morgan says that 
when he reads about Samson, that 
the Lord departed from Samson 
and he knew it not, he said, “That 
is one passage in divine 


Beloved, here is an example that 
makes me tremble. Here is Judas 
Iscariot. He was chosen by Jesus 
as one of the original twelve. He 
ate and slept with the Lord Jesus 
three and a half years and then 
went to Hell. He was made treas- 
urer of the twelve, was given an 
honored position. He preached 
the gospel, cast out demons, and 
did many wonderful works, then 
wound up in Hell’s flames. That 


me. One of the dear old-time 
fathers, Chrysostrom, said, “The 
best way to keep out of Hell is to 
think about it much.” 


Scripture 
that always makes me tremble.” | Bu 


is why, beloved, I keép Hell before | 


throw that counsel away if you 
want to. I like it. I do not want 
to go to Hell. When I see a man 
like this I do not want to miss the 
way. I do not want to be like 
those whom Jesus said would say, 
“Lord, Lord, you have taught in 
our streets. We have done many 
wonderful works.” Then He will 
say, “Depart from me; I never 
knew you.” I do not want that. 
If you do not, you had better 
make sure you are saved, make 
sure of your election and calling. 
Make sure to your own heart’s 
satisfaction that you have been 
born again and have passed from 
death unto life. Judas is in Hell. 
He went out yonder and sold his 
Lord. Did he? No, he sold his 
soul for about fifteen dollars in 
American money. He went back 
and cast down the money and 
said, “I have shed innocent blood.” 
They said, “You see to that.” 
Then he went out and hanged 
himself. Jesus said that he is lost. 
Peter said in the book of Acts 
that he went to his own place. I 
do not want to go to my place, 
that would be Hell. The place I 
have prepared is Hell. 
place my Master prepared is 
Heaven. 


Look out, beloved, poor Judas 
is in Hell screaming, “I have shed 
the innocent blood.’”’ We pass on, 
and Abraham says, “Son, remem- 
ber,” 


In Hell Felix Remembers 
How He Waited for a More 
Convenient Day That 
Never Came 


We go a little further and a 
man is saying, “At a more con- 
venient season I will call for you.” 

“Who is that?’ I ask. 

“That is Felix.” 

“What about him?” 

He, too, took another woman he 
had no business living with. There 
stood the little Apostle Paul, the 
greatest preacher in all the world. 
‘He stuck his finger in his face 
and said, ‘Felix, you are in sin.” 
And Paul preached to him con- 
cerning righteousness, self-control, 
and judgment to come. We read 
that Felix trembled. A lot of 
people who have trembled under 
the gospel are now in Hell, just 
as Felix is. If tradition is right, 
Felix died a suicide. 

No doublt Felix is in Hell after 
he heard the gospel from the 
burning lips of the greatest 
preacher I believe God ever. had 
on this earth, the Apostle Paul, 
Paul, in chains, faithfully warned 
him. Paul preaching to him con- 
cerning righteousness | (right liv- 
ing), self-control and judgment to 
come. 


We pass by and Abraham says, 
“Son, remember.” 


Agrippa, Once Almost 
Persuaded, Remembers 
It in Hell 


We go a little further and here 
is a Man screaming. He is digni- 
fied. He has the mien of a king. 
But he is in Hell, and he says, 
“Almost thou persuadest me to be 
a Christian.” 

“Who is that?” | 

“That is Agrippa.” 

One day the Apostle Paul said 
to him, “Agrippa, I know that you 
believe the prophets. You have 
read the Book. It has spoken to 
your soul, Oh, I wish you would 
act ng I wish you would be- 
come like me in everything save 
these bonds.” And he preached 
so fervently and so earnestly until 
Agrippa said, “Paul, almost thou 
8 pa me to be a Christian.” 


Almost cannot avail. 
Almost is but to fail. 

Sad, sad, that bitter wail, 
Almost but lost!” 


THROUGH THE BIBLE STUDY 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 
By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
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For Sunday Schools, Bible 
Classes, 
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ary 
Vacation Bible Baheole 
ion Meetings, and Home 


Samples 15¢; 4 grades 50¢; 
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, Complete set $2.40 
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“ture does not mean that baptism 


‘sion of sins.” 


Say, “And these signs shall follow 


PAGE EIGHT 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, December 21, 1945 


“EXPLAIN MARK 16:16-18” 


1. Is Baptism essential to Salvation? 
2. Does every real Christian have the power to work 


By the Editor 


miracles? 


We believe the following answer 


to a brother who wanted Mark what a good Christian he was! 


16:16-18 explained will be helpful 
to the general public and it is 
published here. 

Before me is your letter saying: 
“I would like for. you to explain 
the 16th chapter of Mark, verses 
15 through 18.” 

Verse 15 you understand, “And 
he said unto them, Go ye into 


all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature.” I imagine. 
_ trouble is with verses 16 to 


1. Is baptism essential to salva- 


tion? Verse 16 says, “He that be- | matter. 


lieveth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
Shall be damned.” No, this Scrip- 


is essential to salvation. Note that 
the Scripture plainly says, “But 
he that ‘believeth not shall be 
damned.” The damning sin is un- 
belief. One who does not trust 
Christ is lost. One who does trust 
Christ is saved. This Scripture fits 
in with all the other Scriptures on 
the same subject, and if taken at 
face value in comparison with 
other Scriptures, it will be clear. 
For example, John 3:36 says, “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life.” John 3:18 says, 
“He that believeth on Him is not 
condemned.” John 3:16 says, ‘‘Who- 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 
John ‘6:47 says, “He that believeth 
on mé hath everlastirig life.’’ Acts 
16:31 Says, “Believe-on the Lord 


If one has faith to lay hands on 
the sick that they shall recover, 
then they shall. God has a few 


times given me faith to pray for 
the sick or to lay my hands on 
their head and to believe that God 
would heal them, and He did. 

This Scripture simply means 
that one who has faith for sal- 
vation gets salvation. And God 
will give every sinner faith for 
salvation who wants it and is 
willing to trust in Christ. But God 
does not give faith for miracles 
except when there is an occasion 
when He would be glorified, and 
that of course is not an every day 
Many people certainly 
have never had faith for any of 
these miracles named here. 


First Corinthians 12:4-11 plainly 
teaches that there are diversities 
of gifts by the sarme Spirit and 
that God gives different people 
different gifts. Gifts of healing, 
working of miracles, discerning of 
Spirits, divers kinds of tongues or 
languages—these are all different 
kinds of gifts and no one person 
is to have all of them. First Cor- 
inthians 12:29 and 30 asks this 
question, ‘‘Are all apostles? are 
all prophets? are all teachers? are 
all workers of miracles? Have all 
the gifts of healing? do all speak 
with tongues? do all interpret?” 
The obvious answer is no. Not 
everybody is an-apostle. Not every- 
body is a prophet. Not every 
Christian works miracles. Not 
every Christian has the gift of 
healing. Not every Christian is 


Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be supposed to talk miraculously in 


saved.” Acts 10:43 says, “To him 
give all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remis- 
Acts 13:39 says, 


a foreign language.. Not every 
Christian is supposed to be able 
to interpret speech in a foreign 
language: You see, God did not 


mean that every Christian, every 


“And by him all that believe are |°M® who is saved, should have the 
justified from all things, from which miracles mentioned in Mark 16:17 


ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses.” You see, there can be 
no doubt that: one who trusts in 
Christ is saved. Now Mark 16:16 
Simply says that one who believes 
and is baptized is saved. He was 
saved when he believed in Christ. 
But baptism usually followed im- 
mediately in New Testament times 
and ought to follow now, when 
one trusts in Christ. So believing 
and being baptized were naturally 
associated together in the minds 


and 18. 


Dr. Appelman Edits 
“The International 


Evangelist” 
By the Editor 


We have just received the first 
copy of The International Evan- 
gelist, an eight-page tabloid month- 
ly, (the same size as The Sword 
of the Lord) the subscription price 


of the people. One who believed in |}of which is $1.00 a year, which is 


Christ was saved, After he was 
baptized he was still saved, of 
course. But if one did not believe 
in Christ he was damned. And so 
it is today. You see, baptism, while 
it ought to follow conversion, is 
not a part of salvation. If you 
want further study on this, get 
my 20c pamphlet on Bible Bap- 
tism and I am sure it will help 
you. 


2. Does every really saved per- 
son have to be able to work mira- 
cles? Mark 16, verse 17 and 18 


them that believeth; In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they 


edited by Evangelist Hyman Ap- 
pelman, our beloved brother and 
greatly used evangelist. Dr. Appel- 
man and Brother E. J. Daniels of 
Fairfield, Alabama, had been ~-co- 
operating in the publication of the 
paper, Faith of Our Fathers. How- 
ever that has now been changed 
to The International Evangelist 
with Dr. Appelman as the editor- 


-jin-chief, The first issue includes 


two sermons by Dr. Appelman, a 
really great message by Dr. W. 
B. Riley, a good article by Jewish 
missionary Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, 
and reports of Dr. Appelman’s- re- 
cent great revivals, etc. I enjoyed 


shall speak with new tongues;/it very much. 


They shall take up serpents; and 
if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall 
lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover.” These verses do not 
mean that all these miracles come 
to people who believe in Christ for 
salvation. No, they come to peo- 
ple who believe for. these particu- 
lar miracles. One who has faith 
to cast .out. devils can cast out 
devils. People often do. One who 
has faith to speak in a new lan- 
guage can speak in a new lan- 
guage. That has sometimes hap- 


pened. One who has faith to be 
healed after he has taken up a 
serpent by accident like Paul did 
in Acts 28:1-6 can be healed. Cer- 


tainly Paul did not take up snakes | 


I am sure The International 
Evangelist would send sample cop- 
ies on request. The address. is 
Suite 305, Lane Mortgage Build- 


Angeles, California. We pray that 
God will greatly use this addi- 
tional agency for spreading revival 
information and revival fire. May 
God continue His great anointing 
on Dr. Appelman and broaden his 
ministry through this agency. 


ing, 208 West Eighth Street, Los 


Subscribe to | 
The Sword of the 
Lord for your 
friends. 


on purpose every day to show 


. 
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Have you ever noticed the value 
the Bible puts on water? | 
First—God made the world of 
land and water. 

Second—Wells of water were of 
priceless worth to Abraham and 
his descendants. | 

Third—God kept His people for 
forty years on the one beverage 
—water. 

Fourth — God includes in His 
rich rewards, rivers, wells, foun- 
tains, streams. Everywhere we 
find nothing can grow without 
water. Everything can grow with- 
out whiskey. 

If instead of rain coming down 
from Heaven, God were to send 
showers of alcohol, do you know 
what would happen? The grass 
would wither, the fruit would rot, 
the grain would perish, and the 
whole world would become barren 
wilderness. 

In the first miracle Jesus proved 
Himself the divine Creator. 

He did in a moment what He 


497 Public Professions 
Seattle Campaigns 


By the Editor 


A grandson of Brigham Young, 
co-founder of the Mormon Church, 
was saved the last Friday night of 
the blessed revival God gave us 
in Seattle, November 4-25. The 
grandson himself was an elder in 
the Mormon church. Many grand- 
fathers and grandmothers were 
saved. Drunkards were converted 
and one former white slave dealer. 
A report from the campaign office 
to me says there were 430 saved, 
sixty-seven restored, according to 
official records from the inquiry 
room of the campaign, a total of 
497. This does not count eight 
young men who claimed the 
Saviour in. jail and several who 
were converted at ‘three churches 
where I preached. 


The three weeks’ campaign had 
week night services in the Mis- 
sion Covenant Church, Sunday 
services in the big Civic audito- 
rium. Sixty churches nominally 
cooperated. Only five or six of 
these gave up their evening serv- 
ices, but the influence of the cam- 
paign was widespread. 


I preached each weekday on the 
Christian Business Men’s broad- 
cast over four radio stations. It 
was my privilege also to preach 
in University Presbyterian Church, 
Westside Presbyterian Churc'.. 
Central Presbyterian Church, and 
Tabernacle Baptist Church; on 
three Sunday morning broadcasts 
of tke Mission Covenant Church 
and one Sunday morning service 
there; twice at the jail; once .2¢ 
Simpson Bible Institute, besides 
two big children’s mass meetings 
on Saturday afternoons in the 
Moore Theatre. 


Rev. James Rohrbaugh, . pastor 
of the First United Presbyterian 
-Church, was chairman of the cam- 
paign. 

Mrs. Rice was with me through- 
out this campaign, the first time 
she has been able to attend a full 
campaign of mine in years. She 
was a great comfort to me and 
won a. good many souls to Christ. 
She has now returned to Wheaton, 
Illinois, while my daughter Eliza- 
beth, taking this semester out of 
Wheaton College to help me as 
secretary and pianist, has come 
with me to Wasco, California, 
where some four churches are co- 
operating in a revival campaign. 
with services in a tent seating 
about 1,000. God willing, we close 
here December 16, and will return 
to Wheaton for the Christmas 
time. Then New Year’s week, 
December 30-January 6, I will be 
back in California for the great 
west-coast Conference on Evan- 
gelism sponsored by The Sword 
of the Lord in the Church of the 
Open Door, Los Angeles, where 
Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Dr. Robert J. Wells, Evan- 
gelist Jesse M. Hendley, and I will 


Water vs. Alcohol 


generally takes a year to do. 


The same miracle takes place 
annually; the water enters into 
tree and vine and is transmuted 
into orange juice, lemon, apple, 
apricot. cherry, grape, etc., etc. 
You could not grow a single thing 
without water, but with water the 
desert can rejoice, and blossom, 
and bear abundantly. 

No wonder our great Redeemer 
called on us to drink of the “liv- 
ing water,” the life-giving water 
that our parched souls might be- 
come fruitful and beautiful. 


He gives the dew, the mist, the 
rain, the sun, the ice—all water 
and no alcohol. 


Only by the death, decay and 
corruption of vegetable matter 
can alcohol be produced, and then 
the wise king warns against it: 
“for at the last it biteth like a 
serpent and  stingeth like an 
adder,” 

National Voice Magazine 


Our Readers Say: 
“,.. If I have some work I want 

my husband to do and the Sword 
comes, I hidé it until he gets the 
work done. If he gets it first, he 
won't stop until he reads it.” 

Mrs. C. C. R—— 

Gardensville, Tenn. 

* + * 


*. .. Don’t let me miss a single 
copy. You can count on me taking 
The Sword of the Lord as long 
as I live.” 

J. R. D— 
Piedmont, S. C. 


* * * 


“I have been a Christian, a con- 
verted Roman Catholic for fifteen 
months. Got converted aboard ship. 

“I am grateful to fellow Chris- 
tians who have passed me The 
Sword of the Lord. I sure have 
been blessed by reading it.... 

“C. C, C—— S 2/e 
“c/o Fleet’ Post Office 
“New York City, New York” 
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Born a Saviour 


Jesus, a Saviour born 
Without: . 
Without the inn, refused with 
scorn. 
Cast out: 
Cast out for me, my Saviour King, 
Cast out to bring this lost one in. 


Jesus, a Saviour born 

A man: 

A man of Sorrows, smitten, torn, 

By Stripes: 

By stripes, O Lord, my soul is 
healed, 

By stripes, Thy stripes, my pardon 
sealed. 


Jesus, a Saviour born 
The Lamb: , 
The Lamb of God hath bled and 
borne 
My sins: 
My sins the Sacrifice did slay, 
My sins the Lamb doth take away. 


Jesus, a Saviour born 
To save: 
To save at night, at noon, at morn. 
To keep: 
To keep from sin, from doubt, 
from fear, 
To keep, for lo! the Keeper’s here. 


Jesus, a Saviour born 
A King: 

A King! exalt His glorious horn 
And sing: 

Oh, sing ye Heavens! He burst His 


grave. 
And sing, O earth! He lives to 
save. 
—The late General Bramwell 


Booth 
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THE IDEAL S. S. 


LESSON MANUAL 


One lesson for the whole Bible School 

Simplifies the Superintendent’s responsibility 

One memory verse for the whole school 

Simple Junior and Primary lesson break-down 

An Ideal colored Flan-O-blot series for each quarter 
_ Easy to follow homiletical arrangement 

Meets the ability of every kind of teacher 

“Suitable for Young People’s Study Topics 
Pre-millennial—Evangelistic—Expository—F undamental 

Covers the O.T. in five years and N.T. in four. 
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P. O. Box 25 


PUBLICATIONS 


Grand Rapids 1, Mich. 


in dire 


food 


C7 
China, and South America. 


the 


64 West Randolph St. 


speak. 


Cries From War Torn Europe 


We are receiving heart breaking letters 
from our Missionaries in Europe. They are 
pleading with us to send them financial help 
immediately. 
write the following: 


® “As we write this letter to you, our eyes 
are filled with tears because we are now 


other Christian friends to help us. Do 
not turn us down! All that we had was 
destroyed during the war, and now we 
are left without shoes, clothing and 


@A Christian Mother in Russia paid the price of two cows for 
one Russian Bible, so that her son could have a Bible before 
the Nazis deported him to Germany. | 
Other pleas are coming from Belgium, France, Sweden, Iran, 
id Sou The doors are opening, and grcat 
opportunities lie before us. We must invade these fields with 
the gospel, as soon as the Lord provides the means. 
We. must continue ‘to support the Russian Bible Institutes in 
Toronto, Canada and in Argentina, South America. 
Money can now be sent direct to Soviet Russia for Missionary 
work. Cries for New Testaments, and gospel literature are con- 
stantly coming to us from all of these fields, 
sion Home is greatly needed in Chicago. 


® Will you pray for these urgent needs, and if the Holy Spirit is 
- speaking to you, send~your gifts and make checks payable to 


- RUSSIAN GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
3 Peter Deyneka, General Director | 
Dept. S.L. 


Order new book, “TWICE BORN RUSSIAN,” life’s story of _ 
Peter Deyneka. 131 pages, cloth bound, $1.25, pager cover, 75c. | 


Missionaries from Poland 


need. We plead with you and 


A Russian Mis- 


Chiéago 1, IL 


